
B’nai Jacob University and PARI Present: 

Welcome to Phoenixville: 

What Our Community Offers to Refugees 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 3:30 PM 

Congregation B’nai Jacob 

Starr and Manavon Streets 

Phoenixville PA  19460 

For more information and/or to RSVP,  

contact the Synagogue Office  

(610) 933-5550 or admin@congbj.org 

Join us as we learn from a panel of individuals with varying perspectives on 

the refugee experience. 

Charlie Heil: Over the course of a 15-year (and counting) career as an ESL instructor, Charlie has taught 

English in various places, including Barcelona, New York City, Miami Beach and London. His time with HIAS 

began as a volunteer, helping students in the after-school program at Gilbert Spruance Elementary before 

switching to the adult ESL program.  

Dr. Irene Londer:   A practicing chiropractor for over 13 years, Dr. Londer came to America as a refugee 

from  the  Soviet Union when she was a young child.  Aided by HIAS, Irene’s family traveled from Kiev by train to 

Austria and then to Italy.  With the help of HIAS, Irene’s family remained in Italy for two months waiting for 

grandparents to be granted permission to leave the USSR.  From Italy, Irene’s reunited family traveled to the 

United States where a Jewish organization called NYANA took over from HIAS to help the family. NYANA 

provided money for housing and food, an employment opportunity for Irene’s mother, English classes for the 

adults and Jewish summer camp for the children. 

Rev. Nora Minassian:  Currently a minister in Devon, originally from Syria, Rev. Minassian has served as a 

liaison between the refugee families that PARI has assisted and PARI. 

Marjorie Arias: A native of Bogota, Colombia where she graduated from Law School, Marjorie moved to the 

United States in 2001.  While working for Health Care Access of Phoenixville, Marjorie recognized that 

important non-profit organizations based in Philadelphia were simply not accessible to the immigrant 

community in Phoenixville.  So she brought accessible immigration legal services to Phoenixville.  In 2014, 

Marjorie earned the necessary accreditation and HCA became the first non profit in the area to achieve 

recognition from the Board of Immigration Appeals and the Executive Office of Immigration Review to provide 

low-cost legal assistance by an accredited staff member. The Immigration Services Program under Marjorie 

Arias assists area residents with a wide array of immigration issues. 

Mayor Peter Ursheler:    First elected in 2017,  Mayor Ursheler has been involved with and supportive of 

Phoenixville’s immigrant community. He will offer a municipal perspective on what Phoenixville can offer to 

refugees. 


