
Congregation B’nai Jacob of Phoenixville, PA 
 

 
 

 May 2017 / Iyar - Sivan 5777  
Our mission is to provide a place rooted in Jewish tradition where all people feel welcome, 
supported and enriched. We strive to foster connections to our past, to our future and to the 
divine in an intimate, accepting community.  
 

Rabbi Jeff Sultar          President Jodi Rosenfeld 

Service Times 
 
Daily Minyan Monday to Thursday- 
    7:00pm 
Friday Night-             7:30pm 
Saturday Morning-  9:30am 
Sunday Morning-   9:00am 
(When Religious School in session) 
 
 

Candle Lighting 
 

May   5       7:45 PM 
May 12                       7:50 PM 
May 19       7:57 PM 
May 26       8:03 PM 
May 30- Shavuot      8:06 PM 
May 31- Shavuot      9:13 PM 
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Rabbi’s Message 
 
Dear Chaveirim/Friends, 
 
One man grew up in a palace, wandered in 
the flat dry desert, and then was summoned 
up a mountain to commune with God and to 
receive the Torah. 
 
Another man started his journey on a 
mountaintop, living away from all the 
civilized world that dwelled in the flatlands 
below, trying to pursue the life of a mystic. 
At some point, for some reason, he decides 
to come down from the mountain, and 
eventually arrives at a village. 
 
The people in the village stare in wonder, 
feeling even perhaps even a bit of fear, at 
the sight of this unkempt creature, who 
looks like a man but also like a wild animal. 
Who is he? Where’s he come from? What 
does he want? 
 
They offer him hospitality, and before they 
know it, are engaged in a battle of wits. 
Who has a better understanding of Torah? 
Whose experience has led them closer to 
the truth? 
 
We’ll eavesdrop on this encounter during 
our Tikkun Leil Shavuot, our study session 
leading into the evening of Shavuot. And 
even jump into the conversation, adding our 
insights to theirs. 
 
Shavuot recalls/reminds us of/re-enacts the 
giving of the 10 Commandments (in 
Hebrew, the aseret hadibrot/10 utterances). 
It’s traditional to prepare for the festival by 
studying on the evening it begins, and this 
year’s learning is titled “Baklava and 
Mountain Men: Mystical Views of Torah.” 
As always, no prior knowledge is needed, 
and everyone (of all ages, please bring your 
children – yes, it’s on a weeknight this year, 
but it won’t go too late) is welcome to join 
us for this learning and for the brief erev 
Shavuot service that will follow. And if that’s 
not enough incentive to join us, the oneg 
following the service will feature, of course, 
baklava, and also, because dairy is 

traditionally eaten on Shavuot, we are 
practically commanded to eat cheesecake 
and ice cream sundaes. 
 
Here’s the full Shavuot schedule: 
 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot/Learning and 
Evening Service – Tuesday, May 30 

 
7:00 PM – “Baklava and Mountain 
Men: Mystical Views of Torah” 
 
8:00 PM – Brief Shavuot evening 
Service 
 
8:30 PM – dairy nosh, including 
baklava, cheesecake and ice cream 
sundaes! 

 
Shavuot Morning Services – 9:30 AM 
both days 
 

Wednesday, May 31 – including Ten 
Commandments, Book of Ruth and 
Hallel 
 
Thursday, June 1 – including Yizkor 
and Hallel 

 
I look forward to seeing you as we 
figuratively gather once again at the base of 
Mt. Sinai! 
 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
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President’s Message: 
Community or Why I Whisper in 
Shul 
 
While digging through some old computer 
files this morning, I came across this piece I 
wrote in April of 2014, just after Passover. 
I’d like to share it with you again.  I hope 
you enjoyed a zizzen Pesach. 
 
This morning, an hour before services were 
to begin for the final day of Pesach, I met a 
CBJ friend at the Phoenixville Y.  
Recognizing that it was far too beautiful a 
morning to exercise indoors, we went for a 
walk in the neighborhoods nearby.  We 
passed the house of one of B’nai Jacob’s 
Trustees.  Around the corner, we passed 
the house of a Religious School teacher.  In 
a half-mile, we passed the house of our 
community’s only living Holocaust survivor.  
As we rounded the next bend, we passed 
the house of our congregation’s unofficial 
Bubbe, whose 85th birthday we 
commemorated last year.  There was 
something connecting about our passing 
these houses of a smattering of our B’nai 
Jacob friends – as if we were tying yarn to 
each of their doorknobs, creating a web as 
we circled back to our cars.  And then we 
drove to services. 
 
There was something extraordinary going 
on in the synagogue this morning too.  We 
were chatty.  It wasn’t that there was more 
whispering than usual – it was the content 
of what we were sharing in those leaning-
over-whispery moments, those brief 
encounters en route to the restrooms.  
Have you heard? One of us was missing 
because his wife was ill – do you know how 
she is feeling?  Do they need our help?  
One of us was struggling with the loss of 
her father and found it too difficult to be in 
the sanctuary for Yiskor.  Did she need to 
be alone or with a friend right now?  One of 
the eldest among us fell asleep and, 
knowing she would want to kiss the Torah, 
was gently woken by the Rabbi with a hand 
on her shoulder so that she wouldn’t miss  

 
 
 
the opportunity.  Oh, she was dozing we 
whispered, smiling because we love her.  
One of us, suffering from dementia, was 
having an especially good day and we told 
her she looked radiant.  One of us 
whispered that his son had just decided on 
which college to attend.  Mazel Tov! we 
said.  We were taking care of one another, 
offering little hugs and handshakes 
between blessings.  Yasher Koach.  
 
At the end of the service the Rabbi told this 
story:  There was a village where exactly 10 
Jews lived and every single day there was 
a minyan.  Each Jew knew to be there and 
so each day he or she showed up.  Then 
one day, an 11th Jew moved into the village.  
Can you guess what happened at minyan 
the next day?  There wasn’t one.  Everyone 
assumed the 11th Jew would show up for 
minyan in his or her place.  The point of the 
story was clear – we need to be 
accountable, to show up in order for there 
to be enough of us to hold a service.  But 
we might also think of it this way: we need 
to show up in order for there to be enough 
of us to hold each other.  This, to me, is 
what community is about.  Whether we are 
passing by one another’s homes as we go 
about our days, or sitting among one 
another in the sanctuary, we are part of a 
web of connectedness and care-taking.  
  
If you were in the sanctuary this morning, 
you would have heard the words of spoken 
prayer through which we were honoring 
God.  If you had listened closer still, you 
would have heard the whispers of concern 
and comfort through which we were 
honoring each other.  Perhaps, you might 
have thought, these are one and the same. 
 
Jodi Rosenfeld 
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FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM  

May 7  
June 11 

CBJ has partnered with the Jewish Relief Agency (JRA) to create a network for delivering 
groceries to housebound people in Phoenixville one Sunday a month. We are now delivering 
to 24 households in the area each month. In order to make this program as successful as 
possible, we need your help packing and delivering boxes! It's a small commitment with a 
big impact! All congregants are welcome to participate in this wonderful mitzvah delivering 
boxes to our neighbors in need!  

Sundays at Noon 

          To volunteer, please contact Amy Borla at amsborla@gmail.com  
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Sisterhood News 
 

Torah Fund annual luncheon is 
planned for May 7 12:15 – 2:15 
Join us at the beautiful home of 
Judy and Joel Eisner to celebrate 
our support of Conservative 

Jewish Education.  At our May 7th Torah 
Fund luncheon this year we would like to 
honor all past CBJ Torah Fund honorees.  
Special speaker - our own Rabbi Sultar.  
Please contact Marilyn Tassencourt to join 
us or to purchase Torah Fund greeting cards 
with a donation to Torah Fund.   
 
Sisterhood Shabbat 2017 - 
Thank you to everyone who 
took part, helped with dinner, 
and attended!  A special 
thank you to Tzivya Green for organizing 
and sponsoring our congregational dinner. 
 

Mazal Tov!  Sisterhood 
B’nai Jacob receives 
WLCJ Jewels in the Crown 
award!!  The Women’s 

League Jewels in the Crown Award was 
established 8 years ago to recognize 
sisterhoods that have demonstrated 
excellence in education, cultural 
programming and social action, and who 
exhibit a strong Women’s League identity.  
Sisterhood will receive the Jewels in the 
Crown Award at the WLCJ 2017 convention 
this July. 
 
WLCJ 2017 convention July 23-26, 2017 A 
Bold New Outlook.  Join our parent 
organization at the Crystal Gateway Marriott 
in Arlington, VA for an unforgettable 
experience  
Celebrating the Women’s League 
Centennial anniversary.  Early bird deadline 
for registration: May 15.  Please look at 
http://wlcj.org/womens-league-convention-
2017  and/or contact Lori Snow. 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Wine Closet The famous 
Sisterhood wine closet is back in 
business.  A good selection of 
kosher wine and champagne can 
be ordered for your personal and 

gifting needs.  All your favorites! Order forms 
are available. 
For more information, contact Marilyn 
Tassencourt.  
 

Social Media Maven Wanted!  
Sisterhood is looking for a 
woman or teen to join our team 
who can network with all of the 

different formats out there.  It’s more than 
Facebook now, and we want to get out our 
activities and fun! 
 

Every little pink rectangle 
counts! Sisterhood has just 
presented the religious school 
with an $88 check for school 

supplies.  Please put your box tops in the 
collection box outside the office door.  Every 
little box top makes a difference. 
 
Sisterhood Catering Service – We will be 
glad to help you with your simcha. 
Sisterhood will put out all food, paper goods, 
centerpieces, and wine as well as ensure 
that the social hall is ready for you and your 
guests.  We want to make sure your special 
day is one to remember.  The “sisters” enjoy 
the time together and welcome the 
opportunity for more members to join us in 
providing these worthwhile services. 
 
Sisterhood’s Gift Shop – Our gift shop is 
well stocked all year with simcha needs as 
well as special holiday needs or a last 
minute gift idea. The shop is open when the 
office is open and you can also contact 
Rebecca Boylan to find any item that you 
don’t see there. 
 
Funeral Luncheons – If you are able to be 
on our list of food preparers or helpers for 
your fellow congregants in a time of need, 
please contact Diane Liss 
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Tikkun	Leil	Shavuot/Learning	and	Evening	Service	
Tuesday,	May	30,	7:00	PM	

	
Teaching	by	Rabbi	Jeff	Sultar:	

	
“Baklava	and	Mountain	Men:		
Mystical	Views	of	Torah”	

	
Service	8:00	PM	

	
followed	by	Shavuot	dairy	nosh	
including	baklava,	of	course,		

and	also	cheesecake	and	ice	cream	sundaes!	
	around	8:30	PM	

	
	

Shavuot	Morning	Services	
9:30	AM	

	

Wednesday,	May	31	
including	Ten	Commandments,	Book	of	Ruth	and	Hallel	

	

Thursday,	June	1	
including	Yizkor	and	Hallel	
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Learning for Life 
 

• All classes taught by Rabbi Jeff 
Sultar.  

• Everyone is welcome, no prior 
knowledge expected. 

• Weeknight classes begin at 7:15 PM, 
immediately following the 7:00 PM 
minyan. 

 
 
Judaism’s 10 Best Ideas 
 
In an age of fluid identity, many people are 
honestly asking the question “Why be 
Jewish?” What in this religious and ethnic 
legacy is worth preserving? Does Judaism 
have something unique to offer a 
contemporary seeker free to choose any 
way of life and system of values? 
 
This 5-class series is based on Rabbi Arthur 
Green’s book of the same name, subtitled, 
“A Brief Guide for Seekers.” It manages to 
be simultaneously a good introduction to 
basic ideas in Judaism while also providing 
meaningful insights for those already familiar 
with the tradition. As one commentator 
wrote, it “translates core ideas of Jewish 
tradition with twenty-first century eyes, 
making them both accessible and 
compelling.” 
 
Each class will be both free-standing and 
cumulative, so while it’s best to come to all 
of them, it will be worthwhile and you should 
feel free to come to whichever ones you’re 
able. 
 
While acquiring and reading the chapters to 
be covered each day is encouraged, it’s by 
no means necessary for participation in 
these classes. 
 
 
Tuesday, May 9:  9. Embracing Life and 
                                 Death 

     10. Monotheism 
 
 
 
 

 
I Look Forward to Talking with You!  
 
I look forward to meeting with you to talk 
about, well, just about anything that might be 
on your mind.  
 
While you can always leave this to chance 
by just dropping by CBJ, it’s best to call or e-
mail to set a time for us to meet. While it’s 
wonderful when people just stop by, 
sometimes people are frustrated that I’m not 
available when they do so. The problem is 
that much of the time I’m at CBJ is already 
scheduled with meetings; also, I frequently 
have meetings and pastoral requirements 
that take me out of the building; and finally, I 
usually spend one day a week (typically 
Thursday) working at home.  
 
For these reasons, never hesitate during 
“normal” hours to call my cell phone, and 
please also call the cell number at any time 
for a life- cycle emergency or for any other 
truly pressing matter. I typically check e-mail 
at least a few times during the day, but 
please also know that I have a “dumb” 
phone and do not get e-mails instantly when 
away from the computer. I get texts just fine. 
While I always prefer talking in person, one 
of e-mails’ best features is that it’s good for 
finding mutually-good times to meet.  
 
So be in touch, and let’s figure out a good 
time to talk!  
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
E-mail: rabbi@congbj.org  
Cell Phone: (732) 606-5381  
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Tikkun Olam/Social Action 
Committee 
 
Upcoming Events 

• Sunday, May 7 at Noon - CBJ-JRA 
Food Distribution Project - CBJ has 
partnered with the Jewish Relief Agency 
(JRA) to create a network for delivering 
groceries to hungry people in the 
Phoenixville area. If you want to come 
lend a hand, we will be packing boxes 
and delivering them right after Religious 
School. We have expanded the program 
to include more households and need 
more help – especially over the 
summer when Religious School isn’t 
in session, so please let us know if you 
are interested in helping with this 
wonderful project! 

Please contact Amy Borla at 
amsborla@gmail.com with questions or to 
volunteer. 
 

USY 
 
EPA/Hagesher Spring Convention is the 
weekend of May 5-7.  Registration is at 
tinyurl.com/EPAGESH16-17   Registration 
ends April 28th.   
Sunday May 21th date of the closing 
activity for the year.  We will be going to the 
Escape Room in King of Prussia.  The cost 
is $28 per person.  It promises to be a lot of 
fun and I hope to see many USYers there. 
Details about time will follow soon. 
 are so happy to continue.  The service 
begins at 7:00 and all are welcome.  Please 
plan to arrive by 6:45.  More detailed 
information will be given in coming weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Notice about Our Healing List 
 
A reminder that we keep a list of names for 
people who you’d like to be included in our 
healing prayer that’s chanted each Shabbat 
and festival morning. 
 
Unless you specify otherwise, we will keep 
people’s names on this list for 4 weeks. 
Names can be provided either in English or 
Hebrew.	
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Donations 
 
B’nai Jacob Cemetery 
Connie and Jonathan Cohen in memory of Lois Brenner 
 
Capital Fund Campaign 
Shirley Schiffman in memory of Milton Schiffman 
 
High Holiday Prayer Book 
Marvin and Connie Silverman in memory of Esther Lee Silverman 
 
New Siddurim - Siddur Lev Shalem 
Larry and Rhoda Goldberg in memory of Allen Spector 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Allan and Barbara Cohen in memory of Berte Zatuchni 
Allan and Barbara Cohen in memory of Max Cohen 
Michael and Linda Salsburg in memory of Jean Salsburg 
 
Sisterhood Fund 
Joan Rofsky in memory of Lillian Gottlieb 
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action Fund 
Stephen and Lorraine Schur in memory of Morris Schur 
Stephen and Lorraine Schur in memory of Herman Wrubel 
 

 
 

 



10 
 

May Celebrations 
 

Birthday Wishes 
 

   
  1 Linda Loux  
  2  Sheli James 
  2 Gerald Bell 
  3 Jeffrey Anton 
  4 Rhoda Goldberg 
  4 Daniel Berger 
  5 Gabriel Walker 
  6 Jasen Walker 
  6 Eve Deitz 
  7 Marc Caplan 
  9 Bruce Fegan 
10 Lyn Rubenstein 
14 Jane Corbman 

 
16 Bob Bruno 
18 William Fleisher 
19 Hannah Evans 
21 Amy Siegel 
21 Tracey Rich 
22 Ty Bailey 
24  Fyllis Etter 
24 Emily Valenci 
25 Carson Goodman 
25 Andrew Baskin 
26 Jonathan Evans 
29 Freda Harbon 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

 
16 Melissa & Michael Galli 
17 Judy & Jonathan Lemco 
20 Sheli & Mike James 

               27       Deborah & Mark Marotta

 

 
 
 
 

Tree Of Life Leaves Are Available 
 
If you wish to honor a special person or commemorate a simcha, consider contributing to 
Congregation B’nai Jacob’s beautiful and enduring Tree of Life that is prominently displayed on 
a wall in our entrance foyer. It highlights the names of people and life-cycle events for a 
memorable and lasting tribute. For more information please call Ruthe Actor. 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

It is a sacred Jewish tradition to remember 
the departed. At Congregation B’nai Jacob, 
we have made this tradition a part of our 
continuous worship and observance by 
creating a lasting memorial tribute in our 
sanctuary to our loved ones. 

These plaques will be viewed by future 
generations with love and remembrance. 
You can honor your loved ones by 
eternalizing their memory with a bronze 
plaque in our sanctuary.  
Every year, in perpetuity, on the anniversary 
of their Yahrtzeit, and at every Yizkor 
service, their memory will be rekindled as 
the plaque is illuminated. 
You may order a plaque by contacting 
Sandy Stone or Valerie in the office.  

 

 

Yahrzeit 
 
  
 May     Hebrew        Day                              Honoree 
               Month 
 
   2 IYAR       6  Isidore Yager 
   3 IYAR       7 Dora Buschler 
   3 IYAR       7 Max Zatuchni 
   4 IYAR       8 Shirley Rogers 
   4 IYAR       8 Steve Asher 
   5 IYAR       9 Philip R Wax 
   6 IYAR     10 Rabbi Moses Etter 
   7 IYAR     11 Morris Sampson 
   7 IYAR     11 Sadie Liss 
   8 IYAR     12 Nettie Teitelbaum 
   8 IYAR     12 Martin Raubfogel 
   9 IYAR     13 Bernath Berger 
 10 IYAR     14 William Levin 
 10 IYAR     14 Oscar Forster 
 10 IYAR     14 Bernard Goldberg 
 12 IYAR     16 Rhea Asher 
 16 IYAR     20 Israel Meil 
 16 IYAR     20 Grace Garfield Forbes 
 16 IYAR     20 Sidney Goldstein 
 16 IYAR     20 Beatrice Bernstein 
 17 IYAR     21 Pearl Magrill 
 17 IYAR     21 Maurice Asher 
 18 IYAR     22 Martin Farkas 
 18 IYAR     22 Zachary Kerner 
 20 IYAR     24 Harold J. Berger 
 21 IYAR     25 Sara Cohen 
 21 IYAR     25 Louis Liss 

 Continued on Page 12 
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Yahrzeit (Cont.) 

 May     Hebrew        Day                              Honoree 
               Month 
 
 21   IYAR      25 Samuel Actor 
 22   IYAR      26 Herman J. Stango 
 22   IYAR      26 Zanvil Weisman 
 22   IYAR      26 Maurice Harbon 
 27 SIVAN        2 Albert Axler 
 28 SIVAN        3 Ralph Cherashore 
 28 SIVAN        4 Oleg Salzberg 
 31 SIVAN        6 Randy Stern 
 31 SIVAN        6 Martyrs Of Auschwitz 
 31 SIVAN        6 Sarah Stern 
 

 
 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Officers 
 
President:  Dr. Jodi Rosenfeld 
Vice Presidents: Dr. Carol Actor; Alan Verbit 
Treasurer: Larry Koller 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Secretary: Bill Fleisher 
Recording Secretary: Michele Aguirre-
MacKenzie 
Corresponding Secretary: Brenda Kabler 
Immediate Past President: Mark Snow 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees: Eric J. 
Miller

Committees 
 
Advertising: Open  
Cemetery: Jerry Neumann 
Education: Rachel Copeland  
Grounds / House: Seth Loux 
Hakol/Communications: Jeff Anton 
High Holiday: Eric Miller 
High Holiday (appeal): Larry Koller 
Kadima: Jennifer and Michael Rosen 
Kitchen: Sonja Goldman 
Major Gifts: Open 

Membership: Jessica and Adam Marks 
Memorial Plaques: Sandy Stone 
Oneg Shabbat: Michele Aguirre-MacKenzie 
Religious Life: Dr. Alan Troy 
Sisterhood President: Rebecca Boylan 
Scholarship: Dr. Fred Liss 
Scrip: Lisa Anton 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action: Amy Borla 
Tree of Life: Ruthe Actor 
USY: Will Miller and Cheryl Trobman 
Ways and Means: Open

 



 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

May5777
2017

iyar
sivan

 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

  5 iyar 6 iyar 7 iyar 8 iyar 9 iyar  10 iyar 

 11 iyar 12 iyar 13 iyar 14 iyar 15 iyar 16 iyar  17 iyar 

 18 iyar 19 iyar 20 iyar 21 iyar 22 iyar 23 iyar  24 iyar 

 25 iyar 26 iyar 27 iyar 28 iyar 29 iyar 1 sivan  2 sivan 

 3 sivan 4 sivan 5 sivan  6 sivan 

Acharei Mot-KedoshimYOM HAATZMA’UTYOM HAZIKARON

Emor

Behar-Bechukotai
MOTHER’S DAY
LAG BA’OMER

BemidbarROSH CHODESHYOM YERUSHALAYIMVICTORIA DAY CANADA

SHAVUOTEREV SHAVUOTMEMORIAL DAY
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Donations 

 
Congregation B’nai Jacob thanks you for your very generous contributions throughout the year.  In keeping 
with the tradition of tzedakah, you may make a donation to commemorate any occasion. 
 
This page is for your convenience to facilitate the transaction.  When making your contribution, please 
specify to which of the following funds you wish to donate.  (A minimum contribution of $10 per 
acknowledgement) You may wish to save this page for future use. 
 
Louis & Sadie Liss Scholarship Fund - For scholarships for youth to attend Israel travel programs & other 
enriching Jewish experiences. ($18 minimum donation) 
 
Macy B. Solomon Fund - for religious school equipment needs & supplies. 
 
B’nai Jacob Cemetery – for the general upkeep of the synagogue cemetery. 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund – for special uses as designated by the Rabbi. 
 
Sisterhood General Fund – for synagogue improvement projects.   
(Please make check payable to “CBJ Sisterhood”) 
 
Pinkus Stern Torah Restoration Fund – for the repair of the Torah Scrolls, to purchase additional Torah 
Scrolls, and to enhance the ark and Bimah. 
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action Committee – to assist Aid Agencies in our immediate area. 
 
Mahzor Lev Shalem/High Holiday Prayer Book or New Siddurim - Siddur Lev Shalem – Any amount is 
appreciated.  ($30 donation for label of acknowledgement in book) 
 
USY (United Synagogue Youth) – subsidize USY programs such as Encampment, International 
Convention, Wheels and Pilgrimage.  
 
Pre-School - The purpose of this designated fund is to support research, analysis and development of a 
Congregation B'nai Jacob Pre-School. 
 
 
Please send to:  Congregation B’nai Jacob  Date:  
PO Box 461, Phoenixville, PA 19460 
 
The enclosed contribution is to the              Fund 
 
In memory of  
Or 
In honor of 
 
Please acknowledge to:  Recipient’s Name (s):   
          Address: 
 
 
Donor’s Name (s): 
 
*** All contributions are listed in the Hakol unless checked here.    
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