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Daily Minyan Monday to Thursday 
 7:00pm 
Friday Night  7:30pm 
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December    7 4:18pm 
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Our mission is to provide a place rooted in Jewish tradition where all people feel welcome,  
supported and enriched. We strive to foster connections to our past, to our future  

and to the divine in an intimate, accepting community. 
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7th Chanukah Shabbat – Jelly donut oneg 
 7:30 PM 
 
14th Community Birthday/Anniversary Shabbat 

with Ice Cream Sundae Oneg 6:30 PM 
(note earlier start time – students will be 
leading family-friendly service, no dinner.) 

 
21st  Winter break – regular service 7:30 PM 
 
28th Winter break – regular service 7:30 PM 
 

Something Shabbat Every Friday  Events 
Bailey Bar Mitzvah– Dec 1  

Blood Drive– Dec 2 See p. 5 

Parent Child Class– Dec 9 See p. 16 

Slice of  Jewish Life– Dec 12 See p. 13 

Community Shabbat-Dec 14 See p. 9 

Learning for Life– Dec 16 See p. 8 

Report on Cuba– Dec 19 See p. 10 

Ty Bailey and Britta Schasberger 
Invite the Congregation to share our joy 

as our son, 
 

Taryn Zayre Bailey 

is called to the Torah as a 

Bar Mitzvah 

on Saturday, December 1st at 9:30 am. 

Kiddush Luncheon to follow. 



RABBI'S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Chaveirim/Friends: 
 
Early in October, I was in a store 
that sells handcrafted items and 
was pleased to come upon a circle 
of wood whose inside had been 
carved out to form a tree (it’s now 
in my office, feel free to come by 
and see it). The woodcarving 

represented, for me, the Tree of Life, etz chaiyim 
in Hebrew, the symbol used to represent Torah 
and its role in our lives, as we sing toward the end 
of the Torah service, “Etz chaiyim 
hi lamachazikim ba,” “It is a tree of life for those 
who grasp hold of it, and all who hold onto it are 
blessed. Its ways are pleasant, and all its paths 
are peace.” 
 
The meaning of this new sculpture changed 
forever a few weeks later, when a gunman 
walked into the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh and murdered 11 people. As I look at 
the wooden Tree of Life now, I see circles within 
circles. 
 
In the innermost circle, is the synagogue itself, 
housing three different congregations, and the 
plain fact that 11 human beings had been 
murdered for no sane reason. Stepping back just 
a bit, the next concentric circle includes the fact 
that 11 Jews were targeted and murdered for 
simply being Jews. Our tradition teaches us that 
anyone killed simply for being Jewish is 
automatically considered as having died al 
kiddush HaShem, as a martyr sanctifying the 
name of God.  
 
Moving outward slightly further, the next circle 
includes the impact the murders have on all of us 
who are Jewish. When someone is targeted 
simply for be a Jew, it strikes us personally, 
because the violence is directed toward us as 
well. 
 
Moving outward still slightly further, the circle 
becomes more general, and we see that the 
attack was directed specifically at a house of 
worship. Within this circle, we don’t view the 
massacre as only directed against us, but we 

include it along with the attempted murders at the 
African-American church in Louisville, Kentucky 
just before the Pittsburgh attack, when the 
gunman found the church doors locked and 
instead went into a Kroger’s supermarket and 
killed the first two African-Americans he 
encountered there. We include in this circle the 
2017 mass shooting in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, in which 26 people were killed and 20 
injured. We also include in this circle the 2015 
massacre in the Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, 
in which nine African-Americans were killed while 
engaged in Bible study. 
 
People don’t target religious institutions by 
accident. They know the powerful role that 
synagogues, churches and mosques play in 
people’s lives. They represent different things to 
different people, but their qualities include 
feelings of safety, of comfort, of friendship, of 
unapologetic cultural and religious identity, of 
communion with God. Religious institutions are 
not only “soft targets” in the sense that they’re 
easy to attack, but they’re “soft” also in the sense 
that people feel most spiritually and emotionally 
vulnerable when such spaces are violated. 
 
Beyond the circle of violence directed at religious 
institutions, the massacre in Pittsburgh is also 
part of the next wider circle, that of mass 
shootings within the United States. The attack 
against Tree of Life represented the 294th mass 
shooting in 2018 (so far – in 2017 there were a 
total of 346). Clearly, the United States has a 
problem. People disagree about what the roots of 
that problem are and what to do about it, but we 
can all agree that something is wrong, and it 
needs to change. 
 
Each succeeding concentric circle grows to 
include a wider, more general group. The factor 
that both fits into but then also defies this pattern 
is White nationalism. On one hand, White 
Nationalists direct their hatred and violence at a 
wide range of groups. But on the other hand, the 
hatred of Judaism “forms the theoretical core of 
White nationalism,” according to Eric Ward,  

Continued on Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2 
 

an expert on the relationship between hate 
violence and preserving democratic institutions.  
 

He was invited to speak on a webinar sponsored 
by the Jewish Council for Public Affairs on the 
morning following the Pittsburgh massacre. He 
has spent over three decades studying White 
nationalist groups, sometimes from the inside. He 
describes the long roots of White supremacism in 
the United States, a movement that could take 
some solace from the fact that its ideology was 
literally the law of the land up until the 1960s. But 
when Civil Rights laws were enacted, they were 
suddenly confronted with the unthinkable: “How 
could a race of inferiors have unseated this power 
structure?” Surely, “some secret cabal, some 
mythological power, must be manipulating the 
social order behind the scenes. This diabolical 
evil must control television, banking 
entertainment, education, and even Washington, 
D.C.” In short, the White supremacists are 
convinced that “the arch-nemesis of the White 
race…is the Jews.” 
 

When first hearing such ideas, they seem 
completely outrageous. But the point isn’t, are the 
ideas true, or do we believe them, but do White 
nationalists believe them. And once you start 
looking for it, the evidence is everywhere in White 
nationalist thought and speech. You hear the 
different dog whistles and only-slightly veiled 
references, whenever “Globalism” and “George 
Soros” and “bankers” are mentioned. And 
occasionally, in certain moments of boldness and 
honesty, it’s stated quite clearly: it was just over a 
year ago that White nationalists marched through 
Charlottesville, Virginia chanting, “The Jews will 
not replace us.” This seemingly-inexplicable chant 
suddenly makes sense in the light of Eric Ward’s 
analysis. 
 

By considering all the different circles within 
circles, from the plain facts of the specific attack 
itself, and then also how the violence 
reverberates through different levels of our souls 
and of our nation, we can better understand how 
and why such violence is so deeply unsettling. It 
shakes us to our core, and the seismic ripples 
disturb us at every layer up from that. 
 

A single mass shooting in Pittsburgh, 11 innocent 
victims lost to us, and we are left with circles 
within circles. But at the center of it all, as in the 
sculpture in my office, is a Tree of Life. All the 
different layers are connected by branches, and 
each one of us are leaves. We are all deeply 
rooted, reaching down into the same life-giving 
source, and growing toward the sky. “Etz chaiyim 
hi – It is a tree of life for those who grasp hold of 
it, and all who hold onto it are blessed. Its ways 
are pleasant, and all its paths are peace.” We 
hold on to that Tree, we hold on to each other, 
and we continue to build the world as it should be. 
That is what it means to be Jewish. 
 

L’Shalom, 
 

Rabbi Jeff Sultar 

RABBI'S MESSAGE (CONT.) 

I Look Forward to Talking with You!  
 

I look forward to meeting with you to talk about, well, 
just about anything that might be on your mind.  
 

While you can always leave this to chance by just 
dropping by CBJ, it’s best to call or e-mail to set a 
time for us to meet. While it’s wonderful when people 
just stop by, sometimes people are frustrated that I’m 
not available when they do so. The problem is that 
much of the time I’m at CBJ is already scheduled with 
meetings; also, I frequently have meetings and pas-
toral requirements that take me out of the building; 
and finally, I usually spend one day a week (typically 
Thursday) working at home.  
 

For these reasons, never hesitate during “normal” 
hours to call my cell phone, and please also call the 
cell number at any time for a life- cycle emergency or 
for any other truly pressing matter. I typically check  
e-mail at least a few times during the day, but please 
also know that I have a “dumb” phone and do not get  
e-mails instantly when away from the computer. I get 
texts just fine.  
 

While I always prefer talking in person, one of 
e-mails’ best features is that it’s good for finding mu-
tually-good times to meet.  
 

So be in touch, and let’s figure out a good time to talk!  
 

L’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
E-mail: rabbi@congbj.org Cell Phone: (732) 606-5381  

FROM THE RABBI 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE  
 

Don’t Just Look for the Helpers 
—Be the Helpers 

 
Fred Rogers often told this story 
about when he was a boy and would 
see scary things on the news: “My 
mother would say to me, ’Look for 

the helpers. You will always find people who are 
helping.’ To this day, especially in times of 
‘disaster,’ I remember my mother’s words, and I 
am always comforted by realizing that there are 
still so many helpers—so many caring people in 
this world.” 
 
Growing up in the era of Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood, this lesson is one I’ve clung to 
throughout my life.  When faced with trauma, I 
have always found solace in the helpers. After 
9/11, I focused on the first responders, after the 
Jewish cemeteries in Philadelphia were 
desecrated, I focused on the interfaith group who 
gathered to clean up. 
 
The days that followed the Pittsburgh shooting 
(which took place in Fred Rogers’ real-life 
neighborhood) were no different. The outreach 
from helpers of all faiths was immediate.  My 
Hindu neighbors sent me a note of condolences 
and lowered their American flag to half-staff. Ejaz 
Sabir of the Islamic Society of Chester County (he 
came and spoke with our congregation last year) 
was the first to text Rabbi Sultar a message of 
peace and love. A Christian woman sent a 
message to the congregation through our 
Facebook page, expressing her support and 
sadness. An anonymous neighbor tied these 
balloons to the synagogue’s front steps: 

 
 
 
 
As I grieved for those lives lost at 
the Tree of Life Synagogue, I 
soaked up each bit of this love 
and support. It mattered. It 

reminded me that the helpers are good people, 
that our country is not lost to white supremacy, 
that there is hope. 
  

And then I began to think about the two Black 
people killed in their local grocery store in 
Kentucky just days before the Pittsburgh 
shooting. Their killer, also a white supremacist, 
had tried to enter a predominantly Black church 
down the road first, but when the doors were 
locked, took his gun elsewhere. And then I 
thought about the 2015 Charleston Church 
massacre. Where was I then? Was I a helper? 
Did I send cards? Attend a vigil in honor of the 
dead? How many Jews showed up to help? 
 
In this issue of Hakol, you will read Madelyn 
Anton’s talk about her summer trip to help 
Rwandan children orphaned by genocide. When I 
heard Madelyn deliver this talk earlier this month 
during Friday night services, I was struck by 
similar questions. I shared with the group that 
night that I had grown up learning all about our 
Holocaust, the genocide against our people, but 
learned almost nothing about others’ holocausts. 
It occurred to me that, as survivors of a genocide, 
it is not only incumbent upon us to tell that story 
again and again (lest we ever forget), but we 
have a responsibility to learn and teach about all 
genocides.  Our history ties us to the history of 
every other marginalized group who has ever 
been the target of discrimination, hate crimes, 
and attempted annihilation.   
 
Don’t get me wrong—we need to talk about anti-
Semitism and to fight against it in all its ugly 
forms. As Hillel asked, If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? But we cannot only talk about anti-
Semitism. When others are shot at, when their 
churches are vandalized and burned, we need to 
show up for them just as they have shown up for 
us. If I am only for myself, who am I?  
 
Let us find comfort in the support and solidarity of 
our neighbors, the helpers, from all faiths. And 
each time another group is the victim of a hate 
crime, let us show up. Because, If not now, 
when? 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Jodi 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 
 
Dec 9: Hanukkah Program 
  (volunteers needed!) 
 
 
Dec 14: Community Shabbat 
 
 

 
Once a month, members of Congregation B’nai 
Jacob and of the Phoenixville Community gather 
to pack grocery boxes for 30 needy households 
in the Greater Phoenixville area.  We have plans 
to expand this program to serve 36 households 
in the coming year.  JRA provides the non-
perishables and a small stipend so we can pur-
chase fresh produce for each grocery box.  We 
provide the volunteers to drive and to pack.  If 
you are interested in learning more and/or in 
helping out, contact Ruth Yeiser at 
ryeiser@alumni.upenn.edu . 
 

2018-2019 Packing Dates: 
Unless otherwise noted, Assembly Lines will be 

assembled at noon  
followed by Packing and Delivery at 1:00 

 
 
 
December 16, 2018 
 
January 27, 2019:  Times to be Determined 
 
February 24, 2019 
 
March 24, 2019 
 
April 7, 2019—Mitzvah Day—Packing During  
Religious School Hours 
 
May ??—Date TBA 
 
June 2, 2019  Assembly Line Assembly @ 9:30 
  followed by packing at 10:00 
 
July 21, 2019  Assembly Line Assembly @ 9:30 
  followed by packing at 10:00 
 
August 11, 2019 Assembly Line Assembly @  
  9:30 followed by packing at 10:00 
 
September 22, 2019 

B’NAI JACOB/JRA GROCERY BOX 
DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

The 11th Annual CBJ Red Cross 
 Blood Drive 

 
 Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 
 

Please don’t forget to sign up online  
to donate blood  

 
at www.redcrossblood.org  
or by contacting Diane Liss  

for an appointment.  

mailto:ryeiser@alumni.upenn.edu�
http://www.redcrossblood.org/�
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  SISTERHOOD NEWS   

 
Sisterhood Continuing Support of CBJ 
- Sisterhood made a substantial donation 
to replace one of the building’s failed air 
conditioning units.  We also funded the 

renovations to the kitchen which included repairs 
to the ceiling, new lights, and a complete paint 
job. 
Please remember your support of our fundraisers 
helps us make these contributions for our CBJ 
family and building. 

 
Hanukkah Cookie Sale:  Back by 
popular demand, it’s Sisterhood’s famous 
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah Cookie 
Sale.  We baked everyone’s favorites 
Sugar, Double Chocolate, and Triple 

Ginger cookies this year.  If you didn’t pre-order, 
we will be selling any extras during the Hanukkah 
sales on December 2nd and 9th. 

 
Gift wrapping at the King of 
Prussia Mall: Do you like to wrap and 
socialize?  Sisterhood has the 
opportunity for you!  You can help us 

wrap presents during the holiday season with 
other local Jewish organizations at the King of 
Prussia Mall.  Live vicariously through other's 
purchases!  Have fun and raise money for charity 
(including Sisterhood) as well.  Contact Rebecca 
this month if interested. raboylan@comcast.net or  
610-327-8217 
 
Sisterhood Gift Shop & Crafter’s Hanukkah 
Sale: December 2nd & 9th, 9 am-noon.  Sisterhood 
and its talented crafters will be setting up 
throughout the synagogue with perfect presents 
for all of your friends and family.  Toys, Judaica, 
candles, jewelry, soap, honey, personal care 
products, and more will be available from our Gift 
Shop and the women of B’nai Jacob.  Contact 
Rebecca Boylan if you would like a table.  
 
Mid-Atlantic Region Team Bingo reminder: 
Let’s get a team together to compete in Team 
Bingo for the Mathilde Cup on Wednesday 
December 12!  Light dinner, Bingo, raffles, door 
prizes, and fun!  See the flyer for Registration 
information or contact Lori Snow at 
lvsnow@comcast.net 

 

Winter Pampering Session: January 
6, 2019 at 10 am in the library (snow 
date February 3rd).  This hit session 
returns for another round of scrubs, 
bath bombs, facial masks, and high 

tea.  Our own Sharon Mahan will also teach us 
the importance of natural skincare products and 
how to protect your family from harmful chemicals 
in every day products. 
 
Purim Update:  Sisterhood will not be making 
Purim bags this year due to the lack of 
participation.   However, we could make 
marvelous hamantashen if we find a Coordinator 
and bakers to give us a hand.  Please contact 
Rebecca if you’re interested in assuming this role 
or baking.  Fun times in the kitchen?  
raboylan@comcast.net or 610-327-8217 
 

The Sisterhood Torah Fund 
Luncheon will be held on April 7th, 
2019.  Help support the schools for 
Conservative Judaism.  Contact Marilyn 
Tassencourt is you’d like to help with 

this committee.  39across@gmail.com 
610-647-9330 
 

Sisterhood Shabbat: 
Friday evening May 17, 2019.  
Sisterhood welcomes all women 
and post-bat mitzvah ladies to the 

bimah for this annual tradition.  We need a co-
chair for this event with Lori Snow, so please 
contact Lori if you can help. lvsnow@comcast.net 
 

Sisterhood Wine Closet is here for all of your 
holiday needs! – The famous Sisterhood wine 
closet is back in business.  Pick up your holiday 
wine plus add extra to bring as hostess gifts!  
Moscato, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Pinot Grigio, Merlot, and Champagne are stocked 
and also a good selection of kosher wine and 
champagne can be ordered for your personal and 
gifting needs.  All your favorites! Order forms are 
available.  For more information, contact 
Mari lynTassencourt :  610-647-9330 or 
39across@gmail.com 

Continued on Page 7 

mailto:raboylan@comcast.net�
mailto:lvsnow@comcast.net�
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  SISTERHOOD NEWS (CONT)   

Continued from Page 6 
 

Sisterhood’s Gift Shop – Our gift shop 
is well stocked all year with simcha 
needs as well as special holiday needs 
or a last minute gift idea. The shop is 
open when the office is open and you 

can also contact Rebecca Boylan at 
raboylan@comcast.net or 610-327-8217 to find 
any item that you don’t see there. 
 

Funeral Luncheons – If you are able to be on 
our list of food preparers or helpers for your fellow 
congregants in a time of need, please contact 
Diane Liss at 610-935-8646 or 
dianeliss@comcast.net  
 

Tentative Sisterhood 2018-2019 Calendar 
 

December 2, 9, 2018: Sisterhood Gift Shop & 
Crafter’s Sale 
 

December 12, 2018: Team Bingo  
 

January 6, 2019: Pampering Session 
 

April 7, 2019: Torah Fund Luncheon 
 

May 17, 2019: Sisterhood Shabbat 
 

Opening Event - Sisterhood members show off 
their new bling after a jewelry making lesson from 
Lisa Fegan during the October ‘Bling and 
Mimosa’ event.  Fun time had by all as we made 
our creations and enjoyed mimosas!  
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:raboylan@comcast.net�
mailto:dianeliss@comcast.net�
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CBJ’S ADULT EDUCATION LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM 
            

 
 

“When Judaism Changed” 
 
 
 
Each class will explore several key pivot points in Jewish history, and by extension, 

in Judaism itself, both as a religion and as a culture. 
 

We’ll consider the entire span of Jewish history – 
 from Biblical times up to the present. By taking a look at moments when Judaism 
changed, we will simultaneously be able to take in a broad sweep of Jewish history 
while also seeking a deeper understanding of how Jewish ideas and beliefs have 
responded to the challenges over the past 3,000 years, up until our own time. 
 
 
 All classes will be taught by Rabbi Jeff Sultar, 
 

and will meet in the CBJ Library at 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings 
 

 
December 16 
January 13 
February 10 
March 10 
April 14 
May 5 

 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
While successive classes will build on what we’ve learned before, each class will 

also be free-standing and not assume that you’ve been to a prior class.  
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 IN OUR COMMUNITY 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Donations to the Louis and Sadie Liss  
Scholarship Fund are always welcome. The 
Fund provides Scholarships for children of our  
members for enriching Jewish experiences, such 
as Jewish camps, USY Program, USY Israel  
Pilgrimage, and Maccabi Games. 
 
Please help by making donations in honor of or 
in memory of love ones.  They may be made in 
any amount over $18.00.  Special individualized 
cards will be sent for any occasion.  
 
Just call the CBJ office at 610-933-5550. 

The Sights, Sites, and People of Cuba 

 
BREAKING NEWS!   

B’nai Jacob University (BJ-U) Kicks Off Lifelong 
Learning Series  

with an Educational Program on Perspective 
  

Wednesday, December 19 @ 7:30 PM 
  

"The Sights, Sites, and People of Cuba:  
A Report and Discussion on Travel to This Island 
Nation by an Inveterate, Unquestioning Tourist 
and a Former, Pre-Revolution Resident, With a 

Different Viewpoint" 
  
On December 19, 2018, Dr. Art Lebofsky will  
report on his recent travel to Cuba, sharing a 
brief video of his experiences at historical  
locations, schools, and areas of protected, yet  
threatened, environmental sensitivity.    The role 
of recent history will also be presented briefly, 
with a focus on what the short-term future holds 
for Cubans, Cuban-Americans, and for anyone 
contemplating traveling there.  More importantly, 
former Cuban resident Ileana Puente, who was 
among the early exiles from Cuba, will offer 
her personal commentary and share her  
perspective as a child exiled from her homeland, 
and her view of current events and travel  
advice.  During the course of the  
presentation, Ileana and Art will both address the 
impact of dictatorial regimes on religious  
observances as they share the impact of the post
-revolution government and social structure on 
religious persecution, across faiths. 
   

All are welcome to attend including middle and 
high school aged students!   

 
Program will include video, commentary, and 
questions and is expected to last one hour. 

 
RSVP’s to the Synagogue Office appreciated but 

not required. 

 

After last year’s successful event,  
the Bux-Mont Kehillah and the Kehillah of 

Chester County announce the second 
 

Kallah: Night of Jewish 
Learning 

 

Theme: 
 “Three T’s: Torah, Tikun 
Olam and Tu B’Shevat”. 

 
Saturday evening, January 19, 2019 

DoubleTree Philadelphia- Valley Forge, 
By: Hilton 

301 W. Dekalb Pike, King of Prussia 
The program will begin at 7:00 PM with 

dessert and havdallah. 
After feedback from last year’s program,  
there will be the opportunity to take two 
different classes taught by area rabbis, 

cantors and educators. 
 

More details will soon follow, but 
please mark your calendars now. 

Kallah: Night of Jewish Learning 



IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 
The following is the transcript of Madelyn 
Anton’s presentation at Shabbat services on 
Friday, October 26th: 
 

This past July, I was fortunate enough to travel to 
Nyamata, Rwanda with my grandfather, aunt, 
cousin and both my sisters. 24 years ago, 
Rwanda experienced a horrific genocide in which 
the Hutu government targeted the Tutsi tribe. An 
estimated 70% of the Tutsi population and 30% of 
the Batwa, totalling over a million people were 
killed. While in Rwanda we visited the Nyamata 
and Kigali Genocide Memorials. The memorials 
showcased the victims’ names and some faces 
too. Many victims believed they would find refuge 
in the churches, however that quickly became 
untrue. Churches were easily targeted as the 
Hutu knew people would try and hide here. There 
were bullet holes in the roof, and a few benches 
full of bloody clothes at one of the Nyamatan 
churches. The genocide left an indescribable 
number of children orphaned and alone. The 
government opened orphanages for these kids 
which have since been shut down. The 
government refused to support these orphanages 
any longer and sent the kids to distant relatives. 
 

The city of Nyamata was one of the most targeted 
places during the genocide. I feel fortunate that 
we spent our time helping in a Nyamatan 
preschool. I knew the conditions of Rwanda were 
poor, but I did not know just how bad they actually 
were.  
 

Three years ago, my grandfather got involved and 
travelled to Rwanda. When he got back, he 
began sharing his story and I jokingly asked if I 
could attend the next trip. I never actually 
imagined I would get to travel to Rwanda with my 
grandfather, let alone with other family members. 
 

After two sleepless nights on a plane, we were 
finally spending the night in a mosquito net 
covered bed. The next morning, I was awoken by 
singing children walking down the red dirt path. 
For two weeks, during my summer mission trip in 
Rwanda, this singing became our daily alarm. At 
seven-thirty each morning, I got up and welcomed 

the young children into school. Every day started 
with a hug, a handshake and a smile. I only saw 
smiles growing each day I was there; ours and 
theirs. How could these children, who have so 
little and who have been through so much, be so 
happy and have faith in others? 
 

In preparation for my trip, I held a dress-down day 
and a donation drive at my school. I collected 
feminine hygiene products and school supplies. In 
all, eleven suitcases were packed with clothes, 
shoes, toothbrushes, feminine products, 
notebooks, pens, erasers and white boards. A 
lawn mower counted as our twelfth piece of 
donated luggage. But when I got to Nyamata, 
there were kids squished and sharing chairs, 
ripped notebooks, broken pencils, old and dusty 
books. What we thought was a lot of donations, 
was really not much at all. Families lack the 
financial resources to educate all of their children, 
so only the oldest is sent to school but they still 
arrive without sufficient supplies. Safari was not 
only our driver, but he also works in the preschool 
so his niece can attend school for a discounted 
tuition. Safari is holding apples which do not grow 
in Rwanda. Three years ago, my Poppop brought 
apples to the village. Never having eaten them, 
the people devoured them, core, seeds and all. 
They requested we bring more on this trip, and 
were delighted to eat them again. We were able 
to provide each child with a backpack that 
included one eraser, five pens, three notebooks, 
and three pairs of underwear. The remaining 
donations were stored to be used later when 
supplies run low. The kids are also not allowed to 
bring home their school supplies because parents 
are known to steal and sell the children’s 
belongings. 
 

The poor hygiene and lack of medical 
advancements in Rwanda is astounding. The 
majority of kids had dried runny noses and yellow 
eyes. Children are required to shave their heads 
to minimize lice & sickness. Knowing that 
Rwanda suffers with poor personal hygiene, we 
brought supplies that they vitally need such as 
toothbrushes, eye drops and feminine products.  
 

 Continued on Page 12 
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Rwanda Trip- Madelyn Anton 



IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Continued from Page 11 
 

For everything Rwandans lack in resources, the 
sense of community is alive and strong. They 
truly care and support each other at every 
opportunity. On the last Saturday of every month, 
local communities gather for a workday called 
Umaganda, in which houses are built and projects 
are completed together. Umaganda was 
mandated after the genocide to bring together the 
grieving survivors and keep peace among the 
tribes. They take the time to help their brothers 
and sisters. I have never experienced such 
happiness in such a close knit community.  
 

Over the course of 17 days, I got to spend time 
with the children of the Nibakure Community 
preschool and the sponsored kids. The 
sponsored kids are the children who were 
previously orphaned but were then sent to live 
with distant relatives. Unfortunately most of these 
adults can’t afford caring for these children. Many 
of the children go without food from the time they 
leave school until the time they return the next 
day. Some days the only food the kids eat are 
porridge for breakfast and a cup of warm milk and 
a banana for lunch, all provided by the school. 
They usually aren’t fed dinner, for the adults 
cannot afford it. This being said, many children go 
days without eating if there is no school. In this 
picture, you see rolls which are considered a 
huge luxury for the individuals.  
 

While in Kigali, we had the opportunity to eat at 
the prestigious restaurant, Heaven. Heaven was 
opened by the humanitarian efforts of a Jewish 
couple from NY, Josh and Alissa Ruxin.  They 
were focused on bringing food, healthcare and 
much needed jobs to Rwanda. They live there 
today with their three young kids.  
 

Sitting on the children's metal slides of the 
Nibakure Community Village, it really hit me that 
“poor” in the United States is not comparable to 
“poor” in other parts of the world. If parents in the 
United States are unable to afford lunch for his/
her children, the family will often qualify for a 
reduced lunch. In Rwanda, people go days 
without food. Rwanda and other countries need 
the world’s attention and involvement.  

 
At one point, we went without a drop of water for 
three days. No water to shower, flush toilets, or 
wash our hands. These people sometimes go 
days or weeks without water at a time. Since 
returning from Rwanda, we have started a 
fundraiser in order to build a well for the 
community. It is not uncommon for people to walk 
several kilometers daily in order to get water. With 
this project we are helping to encourage and 
support Patrick and his family. Patrick is a 19 year 
old male taking care of his four younger siblings, 
his older sister, and the older sister’s child while 
living in dire conditions. Patrick’s parents died 
shortly after his youngest sister, Marmi’s, birth. 
His mother contracted AIDS after a necessary 
blood transfusion which quickly spread to 
Patrick’s father. Marmi is now six years old, 
meaning Patrick has been the head of the family 
since he was just fourteen. As the oldest male, 
the government states he is responsible for them 
all.  
 

I am focused on bringing awareness to the needs 
of people that are less fortunate and suffering. My 
first step is to educate my community, my peers 
and others that will listen. I went to Rwanda to 
help change the lives of others. I never realized 
that it would be me that would come home 
changed. 
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IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

A SLICE OF JEWISH LIFE 
(FOR TEENS ONLY!) 

JOIN US FOR OUR TEEN PROGRAM  
(grades 8-12) 

  

JOIN RABBI SULTAR FOR PIZZA AND THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ASK ANY JEWISH 

 QUESTIONS YOU WANT! 
 

Sunday, December 9th at 12:00 
 in the library 

 
 

 
 

 
  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE  
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DONATIONS 
 

Capital Fund 
 
Carol and Rob Steiner in memory of Carol’s beloved father, Robert Garber 
 
Congregation B’nai Jacob 
 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling to Larry and Wendy Liss on the occasion of Zach’s wedding 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling to Fred and Dee Goldberg in honor of their new granddaughter, Shayna 
Abigail Kenworthy 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling to Anna and Jonathan Marks, in honor of Benjamin’s becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling to Hal Katz in honor of the 81st anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah 
Paul and Robyn Forbes Drucker in memory of Arthur Drucker 
Paul and Robyn Forbes Drucker in memory of Henry Drucker 
Cheryl Trobman in memory of Goldie Fair 
 
High Holiday Prayer Book 
 
Connie and Marv Silverman in memory of Joseph David Tomar 
 
Liss Scholarship Fund 
 
Gil and Hermine Liss in memory of Louis Eisenberg 
 
Oneg/Kiddush Fund 
 
The Rosenfeld Family in honor of Jon’s birthday 
 
Pinkus Stern Torah Restoration Fund 
 
Gisela Stern – Mazel Tov to Dee and Fred Goldberg and family for the birth of their new grandchild 
Jerry and Mary Jane Weiss in memory of Jerry’s beloved mother, Anna Weiss 
 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
 
Michael and Linda Salsburg in memory of Daniel Salsburg 
Michael and Linda Salsburg in memory of David Salsburg 
Pearl Reznik in memory of beloved mother, Rose Wexler 
Joan Rofsky in memory of beloved husband, Howard Rofsky 
Joan Rofsky in memory of Morris Leichner 
Joan Rofsky in memory of Lee Leichner 
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action 
 
Ken Kulick in memory of Benjamin Kulick  
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PARENT / CHILD CLASS 
 

Are you the parent of a young child  
who is not yet in Religious School? 

 

Join us for a Parent/Child class! 
 

When? 
Sunday, December 9th, 9:30 to 11:00 AM (note time change) 
JOIN US AT 11:00 FOR LATKES WITH THE BIG KIDS! 

 

Where? 
The lower-level play room at B’nai Jacob 

 

Why? 
To learn about CHANUKAH!  We will be making crafts, singing songs, and reading stories. 

 

What should I do if I’m interested? 
Email the synagogue at admin@congbj.org or call the office at 610-933-5550  

and let us know how many kids and adults will be attending.  
$7 for members; $10 for non-members 

 

Please RSVP by 12/6 We hope to see you there! 

THE TREE OF LIFE 
 

In Founder's Hall is a "Simcha Tree",celebrating 
all kinds of joyous occasions in the live of our 
B'nai Jacob family. The leaves are brass 
plaques and are available to acknowledge the 
contributions of donors  to recognize all the 
happy occasions.  They many be inscribed to 
commemorate the birth of a child or a grandchild, 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, engagement or marriage, a 
special birthday or anniversary, or to honor par-
ents, family or friends. 
 
By obtaining a Leaf on the Tree of Life, you will 
not only honor and commemorate a significant 
person or event in your life, you will also help 
support the programs of Congregation B'nai 
Jacob. 
 
To order your Leaf, call Ruthe Actor at 610-745-
2791. 

**Now Available** 
An Easy and Secure Way to Make a 
Payment and/or Donation to CBJ! 

Congregation B'nai Jacob is now accepting 
online payments via a secure credit card 
payment processor.  No credit card 
information will be stored at any time.  If 
you would like to make an online payment, 
go to www.congbj.org/ and click on the 
Make a Payment Button or Make a  
Donation. Use your Smart Phone, Tablet, 
Lap Top or Desk Top Computer and 
Support CBJ, anytime anywhere. All credit 
c a r d s are ac-
cepted. 

mailto:admin@congbj.org�
http://www.congbj.org/�
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DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

 

    Birthday Wishes 

     1    Mia Sigafoos 
  3 Linda Salsburg 
  4 Jerry Neumann 
  6 Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
  7 Arnold Tucker 
  7 David Weinstock 
  9 Aiden Bailey 
12 Juan Borla 
17 Mike Gabbert 
18 Lee Berger 
19 Gerald Mandlowitz 
20 Andrew Valenci 

 

 12  Paul Drucker & Robyn Forbes 

23 Zachary Rosenfeld 
23 Tzivya Green 
25 Cara Baskin 
25     Aaron Caplan 
26 Mony Harbon 
27 Phoebe Zavod  
28 Katherine Ludwig 
29 Levi Snow 
30 Shirley Neumann 
30 Ronald Kabler  
31 Donna Rothstein 
31 Zach Schultz 
31 Bill Schultz 



18 

DECEMBER YAHRZEIT 

December           Hebrew           Day                       Honoree 
     Month 

 
   1   KISLEV 23 Nathan Forbes 
   2  KISLEV 25 Pearl Volinsky Solomon 
   2  KISLEV 25 Pauline Nathan 
   2  KISLEV 25 Howard Koller 
   3  KISLEV 26 Veronica Hurwitz 
   4  KISLEV 27 Ida Levy Reznik 
   5  KISLEV 28 Reta Hannah Siegel 
   5  KISLEV 28 Fannie Marshall 
   5  KISLEV 28 Julius Golub 
   6  KISLEV 29 Ray Schwartz 
   6  KISLEV 29 Lillian Baer Brink 
   9  TEVET   1 Louis Eisdorfer 
 10  TEVET   2 Gerson Epstein 
 12  TEVET   4 Rose Hotkin 
 12  TEVET   4 Lois Goldberg 
 13  TEVET   5 Lillian Phillips 
 15  TEVET   7 Paul Rogers 
 15  TEVET   7 Muriel Perlman 
 16  TEVET   8 Adolph Ehrenkranz 
 16  TEVET   8 Harold Geyer 
 17  TEVET   9 Robert Shniper 
 18  TEVET 10 Morris Louis Stoltz 
 18  TEVET 10 Ida Kushner 
 19  TEVET 11 William Satinsky 
 19  TEVET 11 Albert Goldberg 
 20  TEVET 12 Blanche Ellen Schiffman 
 21  TEVET 13 Estelle Silver 
 22  TEVET 14 Hillard Jaffe 
 23  TEVET 15 Jacob Siegel 
 24  TEVET 16 Frances Gordon 
 24  TEVET 16 Rose Judge 
 24  TEVET 16 Esther Flexir 
 25  TEVET 17 Sarra Feldleyfer 
 25  TEVET 17 Theodore Fair 
 25  TEVET 17 Michael Segal 
 25  TEVET 17 Eva Eisenberg 
 26  TEVET 18 Esther Magrill 
 27  TEVET 19 Morris Jenkins 
 27  TEVET 19 Lillian Cohen 
 28  TEVET 20 Doris Casper 
 28  TEVET 20 Robert Gantert 
 29  TEVET 21 Morris Marshall 
 31  TEVET 23 Lazar Stern 
 31  TEVET 23 Catherine Cassic 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

It is a sacred Jewish tradition to remember the departed. At Congregation B’nai Jacob, we have made 
this tradition a part of our continuous worship and observance by creating a lasting memorial tribute in 
our sanctuary to our loved ones. 
These plaques will be viewed by future generations with love and remembrance. You can honor your 
loved ones by eternalizing their memory with a bronze plaque in our sanctuary.  
Every year, in perpetuity, on the anniversary of their Yahrtzeit, and at every Yizkor service, their  
memory will be rekindled as the plaque is illuminated. 
You may order a plaque by contacting Sandy Stone or Valerie in the office. 

CEMETERY NEWS 
 
 
The BJCA is happy to announce the completion 
of its Major Project for 2018. The main walkway 
of the B’nai Jacob Cemetery has been repaved 
and widened to 8 feet. The cost of this project 
exceeded $8500 and came at no cost to the 
congregation of B’nai Jacob. 
 
Our small cemetery is very important to us. To 
respond to the diversity within our community, 
our cemetery has both Traditional and Non-
Traditional sections. The B’nai Jacob Cemetery 
is an independent cemetery which receives no 
funding from the congregation for its mainte-
nance and operations. Donations to the Ceme-
tery Fund are welcome, tax-deductible, and 
greatly appreciated. 
 
If you would like more information about the B’nai 
Jacob Cemetery, would like to discuss your fu-
ture plans, or would like information about help-
ing to finance an upcoming major project, please 
contact Jerry Weiss or the CBJ office. 
 

 
 

Before 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After 
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Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 
Jodi Rosenfeld, President 

Alan Verbit, Vice President 

Michael Salsburg, Treasurer 

Cheryl Trobman, Secretary 

Mark Snow, Immediate Past President 

Eric Miller, Chairman of Board of Trustees 

Rabbi Jeff Sultar, ex officio 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Sandy Stone, Religious Life/Memorial Plaques 

Chuck Epstein, House and Grounds 

Heather Goodman, Educational Programming 

Jerry Neumann, Chevra Kadisha 

Sonja Goldman, Kitchen/Kashrut 

Ruthe Actor, Tree of Life 

Rebecca Boylan, Sisterhood President 
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