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Rabbi’s Message 
 
Dear Chaveirim/Friends, 
 
What does it mean to be the people of 
Israel? We get an answer to that question 
in one of the foundational stories in all of 
Judaism, found in the Torah portion 
Vayishlach that we read during the middle 
of December. In it, we encounter the story 
of Jacob, who is finally returning home after 
running away following his stealing of their 
father’s blessing from his twin brother Esau. 
Jacob fled to save his life after his brother 
threatened to kill him.  
 
Now Jacob is returning home once, now 
with a large family and much wealth, but he 
learns that his brother is coming to meet 
him accompanied by an army, and that he’ll 
catch up with him the following day. Jacob 
sends his entire family over the Yabbok 
River and spends the night by himself on 
the other side.  
 
Alone in the dark, Jacob is suddenly 
attacked by a mysterious stranger, and they 
wrestle all night. Turns out his assailant is 
an angel, who gives Jacob a new name as 
day dawns. The Rabbis have pondered for 
thousands of years who this mysterious 
stranger is, what he represents, what 
happens in the wrestling, and what the end 
result of the struggle means.  
 
Please join us for our next adult education 
offering on Sunday morning, December 11, 
when we’ll explore the inner dimensions of 
this story that will be read the following 
Shabbat. We’ll consider it on a number of 
levels. First, we’ll read the Torah story itself. 
Then we’ll consider some Rabbinic 
attempts to make sense of it. Then we’ll 
read through the libretto/script of a dramatic 
cantata called “Angel Fighter,” composed in 
2010 by the British composer Harrison 
Birtwistle. We’ll conclude by considering 
one final level of commentary, the one 
conveyed by the music of the cantata itself. 
 
Midrash is the Hebrew name for the 
Rabbinic attempt to find or interpret or 

squeeze meaning out of passages from the 
Torah. I consider Birtwistle’s “Angel Fighter” 
to be not only a contemporary example of 
midrash, but  additionally a musical 
midrash! 
 
I look forward to teaching this class and 
hearing your thoughts as we approach the 
story of Jacob fighting with an angel from all 
these different angles, from traditional 
commentary to the contemporary retelling 
embedded in the words and in the music. 
No prior knowledge is needed and the class 
is open to everyone (invite your friends!). 
Again, it meets on Sunday, December 11, 
beginning at 10:00 AM and finishing by 
11:30. 
 
Come, let’s learn together! 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Show your CBJ pride!   
Pick up a free car magnet  
in the synagogue office. 
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President’s Message: Why I Give 
 
Those of you who have not yet pledged to 
the High Holiday appeal received a recent 
letter asking for your participation. I know 
what many of you are thinking. 
Ugh! We just got a letter in the mail from 
CBJ asking us to donate to the High 
Holiday appeal.  A letter!  After that phone 
message in October and that brunch 
invitation in September… will they ever stop 
nickel and diming us? 

I used to think this way too.  
But here’s the thing… I didn’t get it.  I 
thought that synagogues had a lot of money 
and just wanted us to give more for I don’t 
know, special funds or fancier décor or 
something.  I didn’t understand why, after 
paying my annual dues, I was being asked 
to give MORE. 
It wasn’t until I started going to CBJ Board 
meetings (and have I mentioned that you 
are all welcome and encouraged to come to 
Board meetings?) that I began to 
understand how synagogue budgets work.  
First, we figure out everything we will need 
to spend money on in the upcoming year – 
lights, heat, air conditioning, salaries for the 
Rabbi, office administrator and Religious 
School teachers, building repairs, lawn 
mowing, office supplies.  It is a bare bones 
budget and we trim and trim to get it there.  
It comes to $286,000 for the year. 
Then we charge dues and, after everyone 
pays their dues, we have $161,000 of our 
needed $286,000 made.  Then, Religious 
School families pay tuition.  All together, 
dues and tuition amount to just 63% of what 
we need to cover our annual expenses. 
And this is why we ask people to give more.  
37% of our budgeted expenses must be 
covered by donations – fundraising, 
contributions in honor or memory of loved 
ones, and yes… the High Holiday appeal.  
Without this extra income, we would fold. 
This financial picture is not unique to CBJ.  I 
participate in a Presidents Listserv with 

congregation presidents from all over the 
country and, recently, someone asked what 
percentage of our budgets are covered by 
dues alone.  Answers ranged from 35% to 
55%.  All synagogues rely on donations to 
stay afloat. 
I used to think that synagogues “nickled 
and dimed” us because they wanted extra 
money.  I now understand that there is 
nothing extra about it. 
A snippet of an email thread I woke up to 
this morning between members of the 
Board: 
 As many of you know, one of the 

heaters in the social hall is dead.  We 
can opt to fix it (it is 20 years old) or 
replace it. Option 1: Fix the heater for 
about $2,500.  This option is the 
cheapest, but there is a good chance 
the A/C will die shortly.  It is a big risk. 
Option 2: Buy a new unit for about 
$6,000 installed. Option 3: They found 
a leftover unit that happens to fit in the 
space we have now.  It would cost 
about $4,700 installed.  It is not used, 
just left over from a prior year and the 
supplier has it available. 

This is our constant reality.  Things in our 
building are old and need replacing.  
These are not the emails I look forward to 
waking up to.  More often, my CBJ inbox is 
filled with emails I do look forward to 
reading and that bring me great joy: 
Religious Life threads about bringing more 
music to Community Shabbat celebrations; 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action threads about 
how we can bring more food to needy local 
families; emails arranging to bring meals to 
members who are sick.  THESE emails are 
the heart and soul of CBJ. 
THIS is why I give.   
If you already have given, I thank you.  If 
you haven’t, I hope you will. 
Jodi Rosenfeld 
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A Note from Rabbi Sultar About 
Multi-Generational Community 
Celebrations 
 
One of the wonderful aspects of the 
Congregation B’nai Jacob community is that 
we have a nice balance between younger 
and older generations, between children and 
senior citizens, between younger families 
and empty nesters. In planning this year, we 
have tried to hard-wire in monthly 
opportunities for multi-generational 
celebrations. Most of these are in the form of 
Community Shabbat celebrations, that 
include musical accompaniment in the early 
part of the service and dinner together 
afterward. It’s also included Pizza in the Hut, 
Simchat Torah, and will include a community 
Tu B’Shvat seder (celebrating the New Year 
for the Trees!) in February. One source of 
confusion is that some of these celebrations 
occur during religious school times. The 
reason for this is that the students are 
already there, and presumably many of the 
parents are therefore around as well. 
Scheduling these celebrations during times 
when school is also meeting is designed to 
expand participation, not limit it. Please note 
these celebrations on your calendar and be 
sure to join us at those times. 
 
In December, we happen to have not just 
one but two multi-generational community 
celebration. The first is on Friday, December 
2, for a Shabbat evening service beginning 
at 6:30 PM, followed by dinner. The early 
part of the service will include musical 
instruments. Please note that, while in the 
past these dinners were always sponsored 
by a specific religious school class, we’re 
approaching it differently this year, in 
recognition that these aren’t school services, 
but rather community celebrations. While 
particular classes may be sponsoring 
specific dinners, other dinners will be 
sponsored by CBJ committees and groups. 
Each and every Friday evening community 
Shabbat celebration is intended for 
everyone. 

 
 
The second community celebration this 
month will be on Sunday morning, 
December 18. The entire community will 
celebrate together beginning at 11:00 AM, 
when there’ll be latkes and time to socialize. 
From 11:30 AM – 12 noon, we’ll have a 
Chanukah sing-a-long. Please mark your 
calendars now and join us then for this 
festive celebration. 
 
Literally, “more the merrier,” so come 
celebrate with your community each month! 
 

 
 
 
9th Annual Blood Drive at CBJ 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive, Sunday, Dec. 4, 
8:30am-1:30pm. Please don’t forget to sign 
up to donate blood online at 
www.redcrossblood.org or by contacting 
Diane Liss for an appointment. Thank you!  
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Sisterhood News 
 

Sisterhood of CBJ won a Certificate of 
Achievement for meeting our Torah 
Fund goal for the 2015-2016 Torah Fund 
year.  Women from all over the Mid-Atlantic 
Region came together Sunday, 11/13 to   
honor our Region Sisterhoods, our work for 
Torah Fund, and the amazing women in our 
Region. Marilyn Tassencourt Goldman 
represented our Sisterhood.  Lori Snow, 
Region Torah Fund VP, ran the event.  
Attendees enjoyed a lovely lunch and heard 
Debra Band, artist and renowned speaker, 
who designed five new Torah Fund cards.   
 
These cards will be available soon at CBJ 
for purchase for family and friends as we 
plan to revitalize our Torah Fund cards 
fundraising. Please watch for information 
coming soon. 
 
As a reminder, Torah Fund provides major 
support to The Jewish Theological 
Seminary in NYC, Ziegler School of 
Rabbinic Studies in LA, the Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, the 
Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano in 
Buenos Aires and as of July 2016 - the new 
Zacharias Frankel College in Potsdam, 
Germany.  Our efforts help provide a steady 
stream of top-notch rabbis, cantors and 
Jewish educators to insure the continuation 
of Conservative/Masorti Judaism. 
 
In the 100th year of Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism, and the 75th year 
of the Torah Fund Campaign, we 
celebrate women’s achievements and 
creativity – Pri yadeha, the fruit of her 
hands. We all know women make the world 
a better place and this is our year to 
celebrate wonderful women and their 
achievements. 
 
Our annual Torah fund luncheon is 
planned for May 7.  Please contact our 
Chair, Marilyn Tassencourt Goldman to 
help with planning or to buy Torah Fund 
cards. 
 

Sisterhood Hanukkah Cookie Sale: 
Delicious gourmet cookies from 
our kosher kitchen made from 
premium ingredients.  Choose 
from lemon poppy seed, 
raisin/walnut or 
chocolate/raspberry rugelach, double 
chocolate, sugar, or triple ginger cookies.   
Sisterhood’s Hanukkah Bazaar: 
December 11th & 18th. Come shop at the 
Sisterhood Gift Shop and also visit the 
tables of our own creative Sisterhood 
crafters and home sales representatives.  

Get all your Hanukkah 
shopping done in one place 
and support the women of 
B’nai Jacob at the same time!  
See the following page in the 
Hakol for the list of vendors. 
Sisterhood Day of 

Pampering: January 22nd at 10 am in the 
library.  Cure the post-holiday blues with 
heavenly scents as we mix bath teas, sugar 
scrubs, and other personal creations to 
treat winter-stressed skin.  Yummy treats 
will be there to nourish the inside as well.  
Look for sign-up information in the January 
Hakol. 
Sisterhood Catering Service – We will be 
glad to help you with your simcha. 
Sisterhood will put out all food, paper 
goods, centerpieces, and wine as well as 
ensure that the social hall is ready for you 
and your guests.  We want to make sure 
your special day is one to remember.  The 
“sisters” enjoy the time together and 
welcome the opportunity for more members 
to join us in providing these worthwhile 
services. 
Sisterhood’s Gift Shop – Our gift shop is 
well stocked all year with simcha needs as 
well as special holiday needs or a last 
minute gift idea. The shop is open when the 
office is open and you can also call 
Rebecca Boylan to find any item that you 
don’t see there.  



Sisterhood Annual 

Hanukkah Gift Shop 
& Crafter Extravaganza

Look for the special RED DOTS to save an additional 18%

FREE gift wrapping the day of the sale

Sunday, December 11&18
9:00AM to 12:00PM

FEATURING MANY WONDERFUL GIFT IDEAS

Sisterhood
Gift Shop
Dreidels 

Toys Gelt
Menorahs
Candles

Hanukkah Bows
Electric lights
Hostess gif ts
Jewelry

Stella and Dot
12/11 Only

We specialize in jewels and
bags, whether it's for you or for a
gif t, just in time for the holidays!

Check out my site at
stelladot.com/DanaSteinberg

Pure Haven Essentials
Executive Consultant and Team
Leader Sharon Mahan will 
teach participants to be 

ingredient detectives, and will 
introduce the safest line of 
personal care and home 

products on the market today.

Cairnsgrove Gardens 
& Apiary

Handcrafted soaps, 
honey and hand cream 
by Rebecca Boylan

Lisa Fegan ~ 
Jewelry Designer

Handmade jewelry with semi-
precious stones and crystals

 Hidur Kippot Etc
Unique Judaica for women by
f iber artist Carol Actor to beautify
our celebration of the mitzvoth!
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USY News 

We had a great time bowling on Sunday 
November 13th.  Benjamin Yeiser, Aiden 
Bailey, Mason Loux, Madelyn Anton, 
Andrew Trobman and Zach Schultz showed 
off their bowling skills, or lack thereof.  
There was a lot of laughter and some really 
good pizza.  
 
Sunday December 18th is Jewish Heritage 
Night at the Philadelphia 76ers game.  
EPA/Hagesher USY will be there as well as 
many members of CBJ. 
 
EPA/Hagesher Region is excited and proud 
to announce the launch our new website!  
Please check it out and don't forget to 
follow us on all our new Social Media 
handles too!                           
http://www.epahagesherusy.com/ 
 
Save the date – Movie Mitzvah Marathon 
January 7th-8th at Adath Jeshrun.  Cost is 
$25. Come watch movies all night to raise 
money for Tikkun Olam.  Activities will 
include tie-dye, improv, drum circle and 
much more!  If you have any question you 
can contact Elyse & Brett at 
oyrusyadvisor@gmail.com  
 
Save the date - Old York Road and Temple 
Sinai Purim Masquerade Ball on March 18th 
from 8:45-11:30. Admission is $15.  Come 
dressed up in your favorite Purim costume 
and dance the night away.  Light 
refreshments will be served. 
                
Here is the co-chair application for Winter 
and Spring Conventions. Being a co-chair is 
a great opportunity to get involved as a 
regional leader and develop a fun and 
meaningful weekend. Co-chairs will be 
responsible for creating convention themes, 
making goals for the convention, organizing 
programming, keeping progress of the 
Regional Executive Board, and leading 
programs. Co-chairs will have an equal say 
in convention decisions and will be included  
 
 

in all convention programming.  
 
Two co-chairs will be chosen for each 
convention. 
  
Winter Kinnus is open to all grades and 
Spring Convention restricted to only 
seniors. 	
 
Being a co-chair is an amazing but time-
consuming responsibility. We need 
dedicated USYers willing to put all energy 
into planning convention. Strong leaders 
are encouraged to apply.  
Please make sure you are available for the 
dates of convention before applying.  
 
Winter Kinnus: January 20-22, 2017 
Spring Convention: May 5-7, 2017 

 

Kadima 
 

Calling all CBJ Kadima kids 
 in grades 3rd-7th 

 

Strike up some fun as we go 
bowling at Arnold's Bowling 

 

Sunday December 4th, 2016 at 1:00pm 
 

 Cost $8.00 per child 
Shoe rental included in cost 

We will have our own lanes as we go 
bowling as VIPs! 

 

Please bring a dairy lunch to eat after 
Sunday school. We will meet in the 
synagogue auditorium for lunch and leave 
for bowling afterwards. 
 

This is not a drop off event. 
RSVP by November 30th to  

Jen and Mike Rosen 

Arnold's Family Fun Center Bowling 
address : 2200 West Drive-Oaks 

(610)-666-0600 
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Learning for Life 
 

• All classes taught by Rabbi Jeff 
Sultar.  

• Everyone is welcome, no prior 
knowledge expected. 

• Sunday classes begin at 10:00 AM.  
• Weeknight classes begin at 7:15 PM, 

immediately following the 7:00 PM 
minyan. 

 
Sunday, December 11 – “Angel Fighter” 
– Musical Midrash 
In the Torah portion for this week, we read 
the famous story of Jacob wrestling all night 
with a mysterious being on the banks of the 
Yabbok River. The 20th century British 
composer Harrison Birtwistle set this story 
to music and words that serve as a modern 
midrash/commentary on what is really 
going on. We will explore the Torah text 
itself, the commentary implicit in the libretto, 
and the meaning embedded in the musical 
setting.  
 
Sunday, January 29 – Prophet and Loss, 
Or, How Would You Respond to God’s 
Call?, Part 1  
A look at the fascinating moments when 
Moses and Isaiah received their call to 
prophecy, and what these moments reveal 
about their relationship with God, 
themselves, the Jewish people, and with us 
today. (feel free to come even if you know 
you’ll miss Part 2) 
 
Sunday, February 26 – The Call of the 
Prophets, Part 2  
The calls to prophecy of Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah, and what we are called to hear 
today. (feel free to come even if you miss 
Part 1) 
 
Judaism’s 10 Best Ideas 
 
In an age of fluid identity, many people are 
honestly asking the question “Why be 
Jewish?” What in this religious and ethnic 
legacy is worth preserving? Does Judaism 
have something unique to offer a  
 

 
 
contemporary seeker free to choose any 
way of life and system of values? 
 
This 5-class series is based on Rabbi 
Arthur Green’s book of the same name, 
subtitled, “A Brief Guide for Seekers.” It 
manages to be simultaneously a good 
introduction to basic ideas in Judaism while 
also providing meaningful insights for those 
already familiar with the tradition. As one 
commentator wrote, it “translates core ideas 
of Jewish tradition with twenty-first century 
eyes, making them both accessible and 
compelling.” 
 
Each class will be both free-standing and 
cumulative, so while it’s best to come to all 
of them, it will be worthwhile and you 
should feel free to come to whichever ones 
you’re able. 
 
While acquiring and reading the chapters to 
be covered each day is encouraged, it’s by 
no means necessary for participation in 
these classes. 
 
Tuesday, March 21:  1. Joy 

            2. Being Created in  
                God’s Image 

 
Tuesday, April 4: 3. Jewish Law 
   4. Repairing the World 
 
Wednesday, April 19:  5. Shabbat 
                                    6. Teshuvah 
                                    /Repentance 
 
Tuesday, April 25:  7. Torah 
                               8. Education/Learning 
 
Tuesday, May 9:  9. Embracing Life and 
                                 Death 

     10. Monotheism 
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Tikkun Olam/Social Action 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, November 13-December 11 - Coat 
Drive - Please put clean, gently worn coats, 
hats, mittens and scarves on the coat rack 
in the Social Hall. Your donations will be 
given to adults through Eagleville Hospital 
and children in the Phoenixville shelter to 
keep everyone warm this winter! 
 
Sunday, November 30-December 18 - Toy 
and Gift Card Drive - We will be collecting 
new toys for children and gift cards for 
teenagers to donate to the Women and 
Children's Shelter in Phoenixville. Please 
buy your gift cards using Scrip! Take 
advantage of our discount Hanukkah-
shopping fundraiser at Learning Express 
(see below) to purchase toys to donate! 
They benefit both the lucky recipient AND 
CBJ! Place your toys in the large box in the 
hallway and put the gift cards into the 
secure payment slot in the office. 

 
Sunday, December 4 and Monday, 
December 5 - Learning Express 
Shopping Fundraiser - Do your Hanukkah 
shopping at Learning Express in 
Collegeville and get 10% off of your 
purchase! Learning Express will donate 
10% of the proceeds back to CBJ and the 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action Committee! 
While you are there, please pick up a new 
toy to donate to our Toy Drive, too! Be sure 
to get a flyer to take advantage of this 
fundraiser (available soon). 

 
Sunday, December 4 from Noon-12pm - 
CBJ is partnering with Beth Israel 
Congregation for an Empty Bowl Lunch - 
Each person will enjoy a feast of fresh 
soups, breads and desserts. All proceeds 
will go to Chester County Food Bank which 
supplies food to 120 organizations in 
Chester County. A hand crafted bowl will be 
raffled off at the event (courtesy of Chester 
County Art Assoc.). $25.00 per family or 
$15.00 per individual. Call 610-458-8550 by 
Nov. 22 to register. See Page 9 for details. 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 11 at Noon - Packing 
Breakfast Bags - We will be filling bags 
with pre-packaged breakfast treats and 
handmade notes of cheer for Aid for 
Friends. A very easy mitzvah that delivers 
both nutrition and a smile! All ages are 
welcome! If you can't make it, but still want 
to help, donations of individual cereal 
boxes, oatmeal packets, juice boxes, fruit 
cups, granola bars and crackers with 
peanut butter are also appreciated! 
 
Sunday, December 18 at Noon - CBJ-JRA 
Food Distribution Project - CBJ has 
partnered with the Jewish Relief Agency 
(JRA) to create a network for delivering 
groceries to hungry people in the 
Phoenixville area. If you want to come lend 
a hand, we will be packing boxes and 
delivering them right after Religious School. 
We have expanded the program to include 
more households and need more help, so 
please let us know if you are interested in 
helping with this wonderful project! 
 
Please contact Amy Borla with questions or 
to volunteer. 
 
 

 



 

EMPTY BOWL LUNCH 

SUNDAY, DEC. 4TH 

12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M. 

 

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION OF 

CHESTER COUNTY 

 

$25.00 per family or $15.00 per individual

 
 

Each person will enjoy a feast of fresh soups, breads and desserts. Every attendee will leave 
with an empty bowl as a reminder of the people in Chester County who go to bed every night 

hungry.  All proceeds will go to Chester County Food Bank which supplies food to 120 
organizations in Chester County. A representative of CCFB will be here to explain how the 
food bank works. A hand crafted bowl will be raffled off at the event (courtesy of Chester 

County Art Assoc.)   
 

This event is being presented by Beth Israel Congregation of Chester County, 
 in partnership with 

Beth Chaim Reform Congregation, Congregation B’nai Jacob,  
and the Kehillah of Chester County 

 

 

CALL 610-458-8550 (by Nov. 22nd) TO REGISTER  

Beth Israel Congregation of Chester County 

385 Pottstown Pike, Uwchlan PA 19480 
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Education Committee  
 
Kitah Alef and Bet will be leading up the next 
Community Shabbat on Friday night 12/2 at 
6:30.  This is open for everyone including all 
religious school students and the entire CBJ 
community.   If you are a religious school 
student it counts as a service requirement. 
RSVP to Valerie in the CBJ office or to Hope 
Schwartz. 
 
Calling all latke makers….Ruth Yeiser and 
Rachel Wicks are leading up latke cooking 
for the Hanukkah program on 12/18.  
 
 
 

 
 
The cooking starts at 8am.  If you are 
interested in helping make latkes for this 
event please  
contact Ruth at or Rachel. 
 
Looking ahead to January, our first Shabbat 
school of the year will be on Saturday 
morning, January 7th with no religious school 
on January 8th. 
 
The education committee is down to one 
chairperson.  If you would like to co-chair, or 
be more involved in our religious school’s 
event planning, please contact Rachel 
Copeland or just come out to our next 
meeting on Monday, January 9, 2017.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

Have you wondered what the Brick Campaign buzz is about? Here’s your opportunity to 
find out! 
  
The CBJ Engraved Brick Sponsorship Program offers congregants a unique and memorable 
way to make a lasting impression on our community.  With the new sidewalk now installed, you 
won’t want to miss this opportunity to be part of the very landscape at CBJ!  We will be placing a 
border of bricks alongside the accessibility ramp on the Starr Street side of the building. For just 
$100 per brick, you can have up to 3 lines of text (maximum 20 characters each) engraved on a 
red brick, for all to see for many years to come. There is no limit to the number of bricks you can 
purchase. Of the congregants who have already purchased their brick(s), some have chosen to 
print their family name, while others have used them to honor milestones (such as the birth of a 
baby or a college graduation) or the memory of a beloved family member.   
  
To purchase your brick visit www.polarengraving.com/CBJ (with payment mailed to the CBJ 
office) or contact Sharon Mahan with any questions, or for assistance in crafting your engraved 
brick message. 
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Donations 

 
Congregation B’nai Jacob 
Jeff Levin in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Robert and Florence Werner in memory of Estelle Solomon 
A gift from ‘The Norma Kipnis Wilson Family Philanthropic Fund in memory of David Averon Kipnis’ in 
memory of Estelle 
Fern and Randy Detwiler in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Donald and Joan Harrop in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Barry Sankey in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Susie Quong Lew and David Hsia in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Chuck and Maureen Ash in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Karin Gross in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Rabbi David Kessel in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Lawrence and Karen Altschul in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Orly and Shlomy Alexander in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Joel and Paula Levy in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Aaron and Dorothy Podhurst in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Robert and Michelle Diener in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Ray Ellen Yarkin in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Mark and Sandi-Jo Gordon in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Richard and Colleen Fain in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Ronnie Pertnoy in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Ilse and Herb Goldsmith in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Neuromonitoring at Johns Hopkins in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Elise and Ronny Udelson in memory of Estelle Solomon 
George Feldenkreis in memory of Estelle Solomon 
The Anton Family in memory of David Solomon 
The Yeiser Family in memory of Estelle Solomon 
The Yeiser Family in memory of David Solomon 
James and Christine Bezreh in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Rosalie and Mark Rosenberg in memory of Estelle Solomon 
The Rosenfeld Family in honor of Sydney Beccaria Bat Mitzvah 
Ilse and Herb Goldsmith in memory of David Solomon 
Robert and Florence Werner in memory of David Solomon 
Joan Gross in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Gail Meyers in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Leon and Marilyn Lieberman in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Leon and Marilyn Lieberman in memory of David Solomon 
The Rosenfeld Family in honor of Rabbi Sultar’s 1st year as our spiritual leader 
Otto Katz in memory of David Solomon 
Norm and Arlene Goodman in memory of Samuel Goodman 
Nancy M. Miller in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Michael Zatuchni in memory of Jacob Zatuchni 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling for Get Well to Barbara Garber 
 
B’nai Jacob Cemetery 
Barbara Garber in memory of Robert Garber 
 
Capital Fund Campaign 
Joel and Judy Eisner in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Joel and Judy Eisner in memory of David Solomon 
Sidney and Nadine Pertnoy in memory of Estelle and David Solomon 
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Donations (Continued) 
 
Louis and Sadie Liss Scholarship Fund 
Ruthe Actor for Get Well to Zel Rothstein 
Ruthe Actor in memory of Copel Hoenig 
Gil and Hermine Liss in memory of Louis Eisenberg 
 
Macy B. Solomon Religious School 
Gerald and Erica Silverman in memory of Estelle Solomon 
The Large City Executive Group and friends of Jacob in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Shirley Schiffman in memory of David Solomon 
Joel and Judy Eisner in honor of Jocelyn Bat Mitzvah 
Joel and Judy Eisner in honor of Jordan Bar Mitzvah 
Joel and Judy Eisner in honor Claire Meachen Bat Mitzvah 
Joel and Judy Eisner in honor of Sydney Beccaria Bat Mitzvah 
 
Pinkus Stern Torah Restoration Fund 
Mary Jane and Jerry Weiss in memory of Anna Weiss 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Mike and Rosie Schimerlik in memory of Pearl Schimerlik 
Michael and Linda Salsburg in memory of David Salsburg 
Pearl Reznik in memory of Rose Wexler 
The Schultz Family in memory of Harriette Schultz 
Mark and Karen Real in memory of Elliott Real 
Mark and Karen Real in memory of Mildred Lerner 
Mark and Karen Real in memory of Oscar Koenig 
Mark and Karen Real in memory of Ruth Koenig 
Michael and Linda Salsburg in memory of Daniel Salsburg 
Brad and Sharon Cooper in memory of Stanton Cooper 
Brad and Sharon Cooper in memory of Diane Cooper 
 
New Siddurim - Siddur Lev Shalem 
Carol Actor and Mitchel Kling in memory of David Solomon 
Ruthe Actor in memory of David Solomon 
Ruthe Actor and Family in memory of Paul Actor 
Shirley Neumann and Family in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Shirley Neumann and Family in memory of David Solomon 
Shirley Neumann and Family in memory of Pearl Schimerlik 
Hal and Kate Katz in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Hal and Kate Katz in memory of David Solomon 
Art and Helene Lebofsky in honor of Ben Lebofsky 
Art and Helene Lebofsky in honor of Ruth Lebofsky Groves 
Art and Helene Lebofsky in honor of Matthew Lebofsky 
Art and Helene Lebofsky in honor of Lisa Lebofsky 
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action Fund 
Mamie and Alan Troy in memory of Mary Dalton Pochapsky 
 
USY 
Erik Peterson in memory of Harriette Schultz 
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December Celebrations 
 

Birthday Wishes 
 

     1 Mia Sigafoos 
     3 Linda Salsburg 
     4 Jerry Neumann 
     6 Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
     7 Arnold Tucker 
     7 David Weinstock 
    9 Aiden Bailey 

12 Juan Borla 
15 George Wicks 
17 Mike Gabbert 
18 Lee Berger 
19 Gerald Mandlowitz 
20 Andrew Valenci 

23 Zachary Rosenfeld 
25 Cara Baskin 
25    Aaron Caplan 
26 Mony Harbon 
27 Phoebe Zavod  
28 Katherine Ludwig 
29 Levi Snow 
30 Shirley Neumann 
30 Ronald Kabler  
31 Donna Rothstein 
31 Zach Schultz 
31 Bill Schultz 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

12  Paul Drucker & Robyn Forbes 

 
 
 

Tree Of Life Leaves Are Available 
 
If you wish to honor a special person or 
commemorate a simcha, consider 
contributing to Congregation B’nai Jacob’s 
beautiful and enduring Tree of Life that is 
prominently displayed on a wall in our 
entrance foyer. It highlights the names of 
people and life-cycle events for a 
memorable and lasting tribute. For more 
information please call Ruthe Actor. 
 
A Leaf has been ordered  by Symme and 
Michael Trachtenberg in honor of 
their grandchildren Sophie and Claire, with 
love to Jocelyn, Geoff, Lori and Ross. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MITZVAH OPPORTUNITY 

 
Our new siddurim, Siddur Lev Shalem, are 

here! 
 

We will begin using them just after Yom 
Kippur. 

 
This is the perfect time to dedicate a siddur 

in memory or in honor of a loved one. 
 

Please email Valerie at admin@CongBJ.org 
with your wording so that we can place the 
dedication in the inside cover.  Dedications 

are $30 per book. 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

It is a sacred Jewish tradition to remember 
the departed. At Congregation B’nai Jacob, 
we have made this tradition a part of our 
continuous worship and observance by 
creating a lasting  

memorial tribute in our sanctuary to our 
loved ones. 
These plaques will be viewed by future 
generations with love and remembrance. 
You can honor your loved ones by 
eternalizing their memory with a bronze 
plaque in our sanctuary.  
Every year, in perpetuity, on the anniversary 
of their Yahrtzeit, and at every Yizkor 
service, their memory will be rekindled as 
the plaque is illuminated. 
You may order a plaque by contacting 
Sandy Stone or Valerie in the office.  

 
Yahrzeit 

 

December 
Hebrew 
Month Day Honoree 

30 HESHVAN 29     Samuel Goodman 
2 KISLEV 2    Morris Weinberg 
3 KISLEV 3    Jay Heimlich 
3 KISLEV 3    Morris Leichner 
3 KISLEV 3    Minna Pauerstein Fury 
4 KISLEV 4    Abba Zvi Goldberg 
4 KISLEV 4    Jack Silbermann 
5 KISLEV 5    Annette Meil 
5 KISLEV 5    Adolph Farkas 
5 KISLEV 5    Marc Weinberg 
6 KISLEV 6    Rebecca Bernard 
6 KISLEV 6    Howard Rofsky 
6 KISLEV 6    Chaia Debra Sampson 
6 KISLEV 6    Marvin Greenberg 
7 KISLEV 7    Moritz Einhorn 
7 KISLEV 7    Shoshana Balassiano 
9 KISLEV 9    Jeanette Siegel Gordon 
9 KISLEV 9    Rosalyn Katz Kling 

10 KISLEV 10    Amelia Farkas 
11 KISLEV 11    Merel Rubenstein 
11 KISLEV 11    Gloria Eiseman 
11 KISLEV 11    Charles Siegel 
11 KISLEV 11    Marilyn Bernard Bernstein 
12 KISLEV 12    Antoinette Rothberg 
12 KISLEV 12    Joseph Berger 
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Yahrzeit  
(Cont.)    

December 
Hebrew 
Month Day Honoree 

13 KISLEV 13    Bessie Weisman 
13 KISLEV 13    Mathilda Fink 
15 KISLEV 15    Edythe Burstein 
16 KISLEV 16    Lee Leichner 
16 KISLEV 16    Doris Gerson 
17 KISLEV 17    Macy Solomon 
17 KISLEV 17    Goldie Fair 
17 KISLEV 17    Benjamin Cohen 
18 KISLEV 18    Mary Stango 
21 KISLEV 21    Joseph David Tomar 
23 KISLEV 23    Nathan Forbes 
25 KISLEV 25    Pearl Volinsky Solomon 
25 KISLEV 25    Pauline Nathan 
25 KISLEV 25    Howard Koller 
27 KISLEV 27    Ida Levy Reznik 
28 KISLEV 28    Reta Hannah Siegel 
28 KISLEV 28    Fannie Marshall 
28 KISLEV 28    Julius Golub 
29 KISLEV 29    Ray Schwartz 
29 KISLEV 29    Lillian Baer Brink 
1 TEVET 1    Louis Eisdorfer 
2 TEVET 2    Gerson Epstein 

 

A Note about Our Cemetery 
 

The B’nai Jacob Cemetery is a sacred burial 
place for Jews and their non-Jewish 
relatives. It is located in a serene hilltop 
setting off Lovers Lane in Mont Clare, less 
than two miles from the synagogue. The 
cemetery is open to visitors during daylight 
hours at your convenience. (Please note: 
while there have been no incidents, caution 
is suggested as the setting is somewhat 
isolated.) We request that visitors honor the 
sanctity of the site by not visiting during 
Shabbat or Jewish holidays. The Driveway 
Gate is always secured with a combination 
lock. The combination of the lock is 
double chai (1-8-1-8). Please be sure to lock  
 
 

the gate after you exit. The Pedestrian 
Gate is always open to walk-in traffic. 
 
The cemetery is maintained by the B’nai 
Jacob Cemetery Association, an 
independent organization created to serve 
the needs of our community. We receive no 
funding from the congregation, and 
donations to the Cemetery Fund are 
welcome and greatly appreciated. We 
also welcome suggestions on ways to 
improve both the cemetery and the visitation 
experience. 
  
Questions should be directed to BJCA 
President Jerry Weiss, Mike Trachtenberg, 
or the CBJ Office (610-933-5550). 
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Board of Directors 
 
Officers 
 
President:  Dr. Jodi Rosenfeld 
Vice Presidents: Dr. Carol Actor; Alan Verbit 
Treasurer: Larry Koller 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Secretary: Bill Fleisher 
Recording Secretary: Michele Aguirre-
MacKenzie 
Corresponding Secretary: Brenda Kabler 
Immediate Past President: Mark Snow 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees: Eric J. 
Miller

Committees 
 
Advertising: Open  
Cemetery: Jerry Neumann 
Education: Rachel Copeland and Sharon 
Mahan 
Grounds / House: Seth Loux 
Hakol/Communications: Jeff Anton 
High Holiday: Eric Miller 
High Holiday (appeal): Larry Koller 
Kadima: Jennifer and Michael Rosen 
Kitchen: Sonja Goldman 
Major Gifts: Open 
Membership: Jessica and Adam Marks 
Memorial Plaques: Sandy Stone 
Oneg Shabbat: Michele Aguirre-MacKenzie 
Religious Life: Dr. Alan Troy 
Sisterhood President: Rebecca Boylan 
Scholarship: Dr. Fred Liss 
Scrip: Lisa Anton 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action: Amy Borla 
Tree of Life: Ruthe Actor 
USY: Will Miller and Cheryl Trobman 

Ways and Means: Open 



 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

December kislev
tevet

5777
2016

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

     1 kislev 2 kislev  3 kislev 

  4 kislev 5 kislev 6 kislev 7 kislev 8 kislev 9 kislev  10 kislev 

 11 kislev 12 kislev 13 kislev 14 kislev 15 kislev 16 kislev  17 kislev 

 18 kislev  19 kislev 20 kislev 21 kislev 22 kislev 23 kislev  24 kislev 

 25 kislev 26 kislev 27 kislev 28 kislev 29 kislev 1 tevet  2 tevet 

ToldotROSH CHODESH

Vayetze

Vayishlach

Vayeshev
 EREV HANUKKAHWINTER BEGINS

Miketz
 HANUKKAH

ROSH CHODESH
 HANUKKAH  HANUKKAH HANUKKAH HANUKKAH HANUKKAH

CHRISTMAS DAY
 HANUKKAH
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