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Rabbi’s Message 
 
Dear Chaveirim/Friends, 
 
Not only does it take a village to raise a 
child, but it takes a village to be a 
community.  
 
For reasons both happy and sad, it’s been 
moving over the past month to see 
Congregation B’nai Jacob in action as a 
community. Throughout September, we had 
three different occasions when we had 
multi-generation celebrations fill our 
sanctuary and social hall, for our ‘Welcome 
Back’ ice cream meet-and-greet, and then 
for the b’nai mitzvah of Jordan and Jocelyn 
Copeland, and Claire Meachen.  
 
Before Rosh HaShanah, we gathered at the 
CBJ cemetery, and I am always moved by 
community cemeteries, because it’s a 
continuation of the village, with family and 
friends from the past, still so present in 
people’s lives today. Whenever we go to 
the cemetery, people visit their friends, their 
neighbors, their memories, their connection 
and gratitude for those who’ve paved the 
way for us now and helped make us who 
we are. 
 
Right after Rosh HaShanah, we received 
the sad news of the death of Estelle 
Solomon. In our grief at the loss of 
someone who meant so much to so many 
people here at CBJ, the village was also 
clearly evident. From a Friday afternoon up 
until the Sunday afternoon funeral, our 
members made sure to provide a 
continuous around-the-clock shomrim 
presence, fulfilling the mitzvah of honoring 
someone who has died by not leaving them 
alone until burial. Being a shomer is one of 
the paradigmatic examples of a chesed 
shel emet, an act of true lovingkindness, 
because it’s an action for which the person 
it’s done for can never pay you back in any 
way. The CBJ Chevrah Kadisha (burial 
society) hopes that this re-invigoration of its 
ability to provide shomrim for people will 
continue, and if you would like to be on the 
list for the doing of this mitzvah, 

please contact Connie Cohen at:       
CCohen@dbi.com. 
 
One serendipity was that, already being set 
up for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, we 
had enough seats for everyone who over-
filled our sanctuary for Estelle’s funeral. 
Someone arrived early to meet the funeral 
home. And then, as the procession arrived 
at the cemetery, it was moving once again 
to see some of our members already there, 
having opened it up and prepared it, both 
then and in the days before.  
 
It became clear that we, as a community, 
are a complex organism, with different 
people filling different roles, often out of 
sight, all necessary in order to care for each 
other and to celebrate together and to be a 
community. There are so many other 
examples. Our sukkah didn’t build itself 
before Sukkot. The Board and the 
Executive Committee meet monthly and 
work more often than that to make sure that 
CBJ is operating smoothly and able to pay 
its bills. Sisterhood both runs meaningful 
programs for its members and also keeps 
an eye out for CBJ needs that it can help 
with. A group of donors made it possible for 
us to purchase a new set of 
siddurim/prayerbooks that will help make 
our services more meaningful and 
accessible to more people. People worked 
behind-the-scenes for months to make sure 
that our Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 
observances went smoothly, that honors 
were organized, that silver was polished, 
that flowers were on the bimah. Our 
teachers work hard to make sure that our 
students learn about and experience 
Judaism in a joyful way. Our Tikkun 
Olam/Social Change committee makes 
sure that we’re regularly acting upon our 
Jewish values to help those in need. 
Volunteers make sure that we all receive an 
attractive HaKol newsletter each month. 
Others make sure that there’s food for oneg 
and kiddush after Shabbat services. And 
then that it’s put out beforehand and then 
Continued on Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2 
cleaned up afterward. Yet different 
volunteers make sure that the building is 
maintained and repaired.  Some people 
lead daily evening minyans, and lead parts 
of Shabbat morning services. Some chant 
the Torah or the haftarah. The problem with 
a list like this is that it’s by definition 
incomplete, but you get the idea.     
 
Throughout this month of simchas and 
losses and High Holy Days, it became clear 
that it didn’t only take a village in order to be 
a community, but that all the different things 
that so many people do actually help mold 
us into a community. In the non-stop busy 
world that we find ourselves these days, 
where community all around us too often 
seems to be breaking down, this past 
month at CBJ made clear what it takes to 
be a community, and also what we need to 
do in order to actually continue being one – 
simply, be active in it. Participate. Show up. 
Help out. Come to services. Join a 
committee. Accept a leadership position. 
Let someone know now that when a need 
arises in the future, you’d like to be 
contacted. Make sure that you’re receiving 
all the CBJ emails so that you know what’s 
going on. Do everything that you can to join 
with us during the happy times. And by so 
doing, we’ll all be more likely to be together 
during the difficult times as well. Together. 
A community. 
 
L’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Jeff Sultar 
 

President’s Message 
 
The following is the speech delivered by 
Jodi Rosenfeld during Rosh Hashanah 
services: 
 
Chag Sameach.  A handful of years ago, I 
had the opportunity to attend a day-long 
retreat with members of the then Executive 
Committee of the congregation.  We were 
working on rebranding and, while we had 
our new logo picked out, we thought it 

needed something more – a tag line.  Now, 
my hope is that you are all familiar with this 
tag line as it appears on everything we 
send out here at CBJ.  It is made up of 
three Hebrew words:  Makom, Kehillah, 
Kesher.  Out of curiosity, raise your hand if 
you know what these three words mean. 
 
Ok, so today we’re going to have a Hebrew 
lesson.  My hope is that you will learn not 
only what these words mean, but will 
understand why we chose them and why 
they should matter to you.  And I should 
warn you, this High Holiday speech is going 
to involve audience participation… so pay 
close attention. 
 
The word Makom is one of my favorite 
Hebrew words because it means both place 
and God.  What a compelling idea – that we 
might talk about God as a “where” instead 
of as a “who”, but that’s for another day.  
We chose the word Makom – place – 
because we wanted to emphasize that 
coming into this place – this home of ours 
on the corner of Starr and Manavon streets 
– is important.  Now you might be thinking, 
but this is just a building, but to the 
congregants who raised the money to move 
the tiny group of Phoenixville Jews from 
Jacob Siegel’s living room in the 1880s, to 
the small Main Street store front in the 
1930s, to our current building in 1957, this 
was more than just a building.  If these 
walls could talk, imagine what they might 
tell us.  They might tell us to notice our 
Holocaust Torah here on your left.  Have 
you ever really looked at it?  It comes from 
Bohemia in the Czech Republic; it was 
collected by the Nazis and catalogued with 
thousands of other Jewish artifacts by 
Jewish curators before they were sent to 
their deaths so that it might be included in a 
permanent exhibition of the works of an 
“extinct ethnographic group.”  It survived 
and so did we.  And since 1995, it has 
shared our home with us.  These walls 
might tell us to look over here at the 
memorial plaques and notice the plaque for 
Firefighter Alan Feinberg who died while 
Continued on Page 4 
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rescuing people from the World Trade 
Center on 9/11.  Have you looked at it?  We 
didn’t know Mr. Feinberg personally, but he 
was a Jewish hero and we chose to honor 
him and, through him, all of the others who 
were lost that day. These walls might tell us 
of all of the life-cycle events that have 
happened under this roof – the babies that 
have cried on this bimah while being 
blessed with a Hebrew name, the Bar 
Mitzvah boys and Bat Mitzvah girls who 
have paraded the Torah up and down this 
isle praying “Please God, don’t let me drop 
it”, the bodies of some of our dearest 
friends that have been present in this room 
just before being returned to the earth.  This 
building is more than just bricks and mortar, 
it is a sacred space – a container for our 
personal memories, our history, our pain 
and our joy.  We chose the word Makom 
because we wanted to remind you that your 
place is in this place. 
 
The second word we chose was Kehillah -  
it means community.  Now, I’m going to 
need some help illustrating this.  (Asks a 
volunteer in the far back of the room to 
quickly lift her arms up and then down.  
Then asks a second volunteer toward the 
front to do the same.  Finally, asks the 
entire congregation to do this motion in 
succession, creating a “wave” that travels in 
a circle through the sanctuary.) 
 
Bet you never thought you’d be doing that 
today. So when an individual does this 
movement – meh. But when we do that 
same movement in concert, together, we 
make something really cool.  When we pray 
on our own – at home, in our cars… and I’m 
talking about both the formal prayer that 
some members of our community do on 
their own, but also the wishing, the 
dreaming, the self-talk-call-it-what-you-will 
that we all do on our own… that’s 
important.  But when we come together to 
daven with music and chanting and 
surrounded by friends – that is something 
truly powerful.  That is community.  
 

Now you may wonder, who gets to be part 
of this community… communities after all 
usually have membership requirements.  I 
will tell you:  
If you are Jewish, this is your community.  If 
you are not Jewish but you are a part of a 
Jewish family or are curious to learn about 
Judaism, this is your community.  
  
If you are a white person or a black person 
or an Asian person – this is your 
community. If you are a woman or a man or 
transgender or gender fluid, this is your 
community. If you are gay or lesbian or 
bisexual or straight, this is your community.  
If you criticize the Israeli government or you 
completely support the Israeli government, 
this is your community.  If you love this talk, 
or you hate it, this is your community.  And 
if you’re not sure how you feel about this 
talk… this last part may sway you one way 
or the other.  
  
The third word is Kesher – it means 
connection.  And this is the part where not 
only do you get to talk,  you may need to 
get out of your seat.  I want you to find 
someone sitting near you who you either 
don’t know or don’t know very well.  I want 
you to do 4 things:  I want you to shake 
hands, I want you to make eye contact, I 
want you to introduce yourselves to one 
another, and finally I want you to wish one 
another a Happy New Year.  Ready?  Go. 
 
That wasn’t so painful was it?  So now 
when someone asks you to tell them some 
things about your synagogue, I want you to 
think of these three things – of what these 
walls could tell you and say Makom – place.  
Remember the time you did the wave at 
Rosh Hashanah services and tell them 
Kehillah – community.  And remember the 
person you just shook hands with and say 
Kesher – connection. 
 
Shanah Tova. 
 
Jodi Rosenfeld 
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Sh’loshim 
 
We remember those for whom we are in 
sh’loshim, the first 30 days of mourning: 
Estelle Solomon, Pearl Schimerlik and David 
Solomon 
 

 

 

 
 

 
MITZVAH OPPORTUNITY 

 
Our new siddurim, Siddur Lev Shalem, are 

here! 
 

We will begin using them just after Yom 
Kippur. 

 
This is the perfect time to dedicate a siddur 

in memory or in honor of a loved one. 
 

Please email Valerie at admin@CongBJ.org 
with your wording so that we can place the 
dedication in the inside cover.  Dedications 

are $30 per book. 

 
Shomrim 
 
In Jewish tradition, the mitzvah of burial is 
considered to be the ultimate kindness, for it 
is one that can never be repaid. 
 
Kol HaKavod to the following volunteers who 
served as shomrim this past month: 
  
Cheryl Trobman 
Fred Goldberg 
Larry Koller 
Kathy Koller 
Larry Liss 
Eric Miller 
Mike Trachtenberg 
Connie Cohen 
Lisa Fegan 
Fred Liss 
Steve Skopp 
Sheli James 
Amy Siegel 
Sandy Stone 
Jodi Rosenfeld 
Jerry Weiss 
Mary Jane Weiss 
Carol Actor 
Sonja Goldman 
  
Thank you! 

Show your CBJ pride!   
Pick up a free car magnet  
in the synagogue office. 
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Sisterhood News 
 

Holiday Cookie Baking will begin on 
October 30th at 9:00 a.m. and will continue 
on November 9th at 3:00 p.m.  We invite 
you to join us as we work, schmooze and 
enjoy the companionship of friendly bakers.  
All CBJ members (both female and male) 
are welcome!  Email or call Rebecca 
Boylan for more information.  
 
Sisterhood Hanukkah Cookie Sale: 
Delicious gourmet cookies from our kosher 
kitchen made from premium ingredients.  
Choose from lemon poppy seed, 
raisin/walnut or chocolate/raspberry 
rugelach, double chocolate, sugar, or triple 
ginger cookies.   Check out the flyer to 
order cookies in this month’s Hakol to order 
cookies. 
   
Sisterhood announced its most recent 
contribution to the Congregation at our 
opening meeting on September 25th.  We 
made a $1000 donation to purchase 
additional new prayer books and a total of 
$18,000 to the building fund to specifically 
fix the outside brickwork, kitchen ceiling, 
and HVAC system.  We urge you to support 
our Sisterhood programs so we can give it 
back to the synagogue in this manner. 
 
It’s That Time of Year…Perform a 
Mitzvah!  Try gift-wrapping for charity at the 
King of Prussia Mall.  Fees collected for 

your wrapping 
can also 
support B’nai 

Jacob.  
Wrapping starts 
Sat 11/26 and 
ends Saturday 

12/24.  Both men and women volunteers 
are welcome; contact Sandy Heitner for 
scheduling at 610-783-0303.  If you have 
any questions first, you may contact Lori 
Snow. 
 
Save the Date!  December 11th & 18th will 
be Sisterhood’s Hanukkah Bazaar.  
Come shop at the Sisterhood Gift Shop and 

also visit the tables of our own creative 
Sisterhood crafters and home sales 
representatives.  
Get all your 
Hanukkah 
shopping done in 
one place and 
support the 
women of B’nai 
Jacob at the same 
time!  More information coming soon! 
 
Regional Torah Fund Event: 
Sisterhood won an award for 
reaching their Torah Fund goal in 
the 2015-2016 Torah Fund 
campaign.  The money   raised 
goes to support Conservative 
Jewish education at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, Ziegler 
School of Rabbinic Studies, Schechter 
Institute of Jewish Studies and the 
Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano.  
Sisterhood will be receiving an 
Achievement Award at our annual Mid-
Atlantic Region Torah Fund-Founder’s Day 
Event on November 13 at Adath Israel 
Congregation in Lawrenceville, NJ. Please 
to join us at this special luncheon event with 
speaker and artist Debra Band.  You won’t 
want to miss the art auction of handicrafts 
from local Region artists.  Contact Lori 
Snow for more info or to donate artwork or 
crafts. 
 
Box top collections – We continue to 
make donations to the Religious school 
from box top collections.  There is a 
collection box outside the office door.  
Every little box top makes a difference. 
 
Sisterhood Catering Service – We will be 
glad to help you with your simcha. 
Sisterhood will put out all food, paper 
goods, centerpieces, and wine as well as 
ensure that the social hall is ready for you 
and your guests.  
Continued on Page 8 
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Sisterhood	Hanukkah	Cookie	Sale	
Leave	your	holiday	baking	to	Sisterhood!		Enjoy	kosher	dairy	traditional	and	

gourmet	cookies	with	premium	ingredients	baked	in	the	synagogue	kitchen.		

**Make	sure	that	you	pre-order	your	cookies	as	Sisterhood	is	only	baking	

what	is	ordered.**	

Order	some	for	yourself,	friends,	and	family.		Mix	and	match,	but	order	early!	

Orders	due	by:	Thursday,	December	1st	

Pick	up	date:	Sunday,	December	11th	or	Sunday,	December	18th.		

ALL	COOKIES	ARE	$11	PER	POUND	AND	CAN	BE	ORDERED	IN	½	POUND	INCREMENTS	

Cookie	 #pounds	 Total@	$11	per	lb	

Mohn:	Buttery	Lemon	Poppy	Seed			
	

	 	

Rugelach:		Walnut	Cinnamon/Raisin	 	 	

Rugelach:	Raspberry	Chocolate	Chip	 	 	

Sugar:	Decorated	Hanukkah	Cookies	 	 	

Double	Chocolate:	Rich	Gourmet	Chocolate	 	 	

Soft	Ginger	Cookies:	Triple	Ginger	goodness	
back	again	this	year	

	 	

	 Grand	Total	 	

Make	checks	payable	to:	Sisterhood	B’nai	Jacob	and	mail	to:	

Sisterhood	B’nai	Jacob,	Starr	&	Manavon	Streets,	Phoenixville,	PA	19460	

Name:	

Phone:	

Email:	



8 
 

Continued from Page 6 
We want to make sure your special day is 
one to remember.  The “sisters´ enjoy the 
time together and welcome the opportunity 
for more members to join us in providing 
these worthwhile services. 
 
Sisterhood’s Gift Shop – Our gift shop is 
well stocked all year with simcha needs as 
well as special holiday needs or a last 
minute gift idea. The shop is open when the 
office is open and you can also call Leah 
Margolis or Rebecca Boylan for a private 
visit. 
 
 

USY  
 

The movie night and shul in took place on 
10/15-10/16.  Although we were few in 
number we were big on fun.  The evening 
began with havdallah followed by 
celebrating Mason Loux’s 15th birthday.  We 
watched movies, noshed and talked and 
talked and talked.  We can now cross off 
sleeping overnight at CBJ from our bucket 
lists. 
 

 Please remember to get your completed 
registration forms and dues in as soon as 
possible. I e-mailed forms to you and there 
are extra forms in the USY mailbox in the 
CBJ office. You can leave them in the USY 
mailbox or mail them to CBJ attention USY. 
 

Sunday November 13th USY will be bowling 
at Limerick Bowl from 2:00-4:00.  Come 
out, see your friends and have some fun.   
 

Sunday December 18th is Jewish Heritage 
Night at the Philadelphia 76ers game.  If 
you are interested in going please contact 
Valerie in the CBJ office.  This is a 
congregation wide event. 
 

There are two USYers planning to attend 
International Convention in Dallas from 
December 25th through December 29th.  
Continued on Page 8 
Andrew Trobman and Zach Schultz will be 
there and Will Miller will be a staff member.  
We look forward to hearing all about it! 

 
Upcoming activities will include a trip to an 
escape room, USY Friday evening service 
at CBJ, EPA/Hagesher Winter Convention, 
a USY Friday evening service at 
Shannondell and social action/tikkun olam 
activities.  Exact dates and more 
information to follow soon. 
 

 

Kadima 
 

Calling all CBJ Kadima kids 
 in grades 3rd-7th 

 

Strike up some fun as we go 
bowling at Arnold's Bowling 

 

Sunday December 4th, 2016 at 1:00pm 
 

 Cost $8.00 per child 
Shoe rental included in cost 

We will have our own lanes as we go 
bowling as VIPs! 

 

Please bring a dairy lunch to eat after 
Sunday school. We will meet in the 
synagogue auditorium for lunch and leave 
for bowling afterwards. 
 

This is not a drop off event. 
RSVP by November 30th 
 to Jen and Mike Rosen  

 

Arnold's Family Fun Center Bowling 
address : 2200 West Drive-Oaks 

(610)-666-0600 
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Grown Up Group  
 
The Grown Up Group continues with their 
next workshop scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 16, 2016 at 10:30 AM.  We will 
continue assisting you in your Genealogy 
Research.  We will discuss future field trips 
to the Philadelphia Jewish Museum and Ellis 
Island.  We look forward to seeing you, 
spending time together and brain-storming 
for new ideas.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Lorraine Schur or Stephen 
Schur. 

 
 
Tree Of Life Leaves Are Available 
 
If you wish to honor a special person or 
commemorate an event, consider 
contributing to Congregation B’nai Jacob’s 
beautiful and enduring Tree of Life that is 
prominently displayed on a wall in our 
entrance foyer. It highlights the names of 
people and life-cycle events for a 
memorable and lasting tribute. For more 
information please call Ruthe Actor. 
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Learning for Life 
 

• All classes taught by Rabbi Jeff 
Sultar.  

• Everyone is welcome, no prior 
knowledge expected. 

• Sunday classes begin at 10:00 AM.  
• Weeknight classes begin at 7:15 PM, 

immediately following the 7:00 PM 
minyan. 

 
Sunday, November 13 – How Much is a 
Person Worth? 
People are beyond value, and yet we must 
make decisions all the time based on 
assigning a value to human life. What 
guidance can Jewish tradition give us in 
these most difficult of decisions? 
 
Sunday, December 11 – “Angel Fighter” 
– Musical Midrash 
In the Torah portion for this week, we read 
the famous story of Jacob wrestling all night 
with a mysterious being on the banks of the 
Yabbok River. The 20th century British 
composer Harrison Birtwistle set this story 
to music and words that serve as a modern 
midrash/commentary on what is really 
going on. We will explore the Torah text 
itself, the commentary implicit in the libretto, 
and the meaning embedded in the musical 
setting.  
 
Sunday, January 29 – Prophet and Loss, 
Or, How Would You Respond to God’s 
Call?, Part 1  
A look at the fascinating moments when 
Moses and Isaiah received their call to 
prophecy, and what these moments reveal 
about their relationship with God, 
themselves, the Jewish people, and with us 
today. (feel free to come even if you know 
you’ll miss Part 2) 
 
Sunday, February 26 – The Call of the 
Prophets, Part 2  
The calls to prophecy of Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah, and what we are called to hear 
today. (feel free to come even if you miss 
Part 1) 
 

Judaism’s 10 Best Ideas 
 
In an age of fluid identity, many people are 
honestly asking the question “Why be 
Jewish?” What in this religious and ethnic 
legacy is worth preserving? Does Judaism 
have something unique to offer a 
contemporary seeker free to choose any 
way of life and system of values? 
 
This 5-class series is based on Rabbi 
Arthur Green’s book of the same name, 
subtitled, “A Brief Guide for Seekers.” It 
manages to be simultaneously a good 
introduction to basic ideas in Judaism while 
also providing meaningful insights for those 
already familiar with the tradition. As one 
commentator wrote, it “translates core ideas 
of Jewish tradition with twenty-first century 
eyes, making them both accessible and 
compelling.” 
 
Each class will be both free-standing and 
cumulative, so while it’s best to come to all 
of them, it will be worthwhile and you 
should feel free to come to whichever ones 
you’re able. 
 
While acquiring and reading the chapters to 
be covered each day is encouraged, it’s by 
no means necessary for participation in 
these classes. 
 
Tuesday, March 21:  1. Joy 

            2. Being Created in  
                God’s Image 

 
Tuesday, April 4: 3. Jewish Law 
   4. Repairing the World 
 
Wednesday, April 19:  5. Shabbat 
                                    6. Teshuvah 
                                    /Repentance 
 
Tuesday, April 25:  7. Torah 
                               8. Education/Learning 
 
Tuesday, May 9:  9. Embracing Life and 
                                 Death 

     10. Monotheism 
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Tikkun Olam/Social Action 
Committee 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, November 13 at Noon - CBJ-JRA 
Food Distribution Project - CBJ has 
partnered with the Jewish Relief Agency 
(JRA) to create a network for delivering 
groceries to hungry people in the 
Phoenixville area. If you want to come lend 
a hand, we will be packing boxes and 
delivering them right after Religious School. 
We have expanded the program to include 
more households and need more help, so 
please let us know if you are interested in 
helping with this wonderful project! 
 
Sunday, November 13-December 11 - Coat 
Drive - Please put clean, gently worn coats, 
hats, mittens and scarves on the coat rack in 
the Social Hall. Your donations will be given 

to a local hospital program to keep people 
warm this winter! 
 
Sunday, November 30-December 18 - Toy 
and Gift Card Drive - Look for details in the 
November Weekly emails! 
 
Please contact Amy Borla with questions or 
to volunteer. 

 
Education Committee 
 
Please join co-chairs Sharon Mahan and 
Rachel Copeland for the next Education 
Committee meeting on Monday, November 
14th at 7pm in the CBJ library. 
Anyone interested in helping with school 
activities at any level is welcome to attend 
this meeting.  
 
An RSVP is encouraged, but not required). 
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Have you wondered what the Brick Campaign buzz is about? Here’s your opportunity to 
find out! 
  
The CBJ Engraved Brick Sponsorship Program offers congregants a unique and memorable 
way to make a lasting impression on our community.  With the new sidewalk now installed, you 
won’t want to miss this opportunity to be part of the very landscape at CBJ!  We will be placing 
a border of bricks alongside the accessibility ramp on the Starr Street side of the building. For 
just $100 per brick, you can have up to 3 lines of text (maximum 20 characters each) engraved 
on a red brick, for all to see for many years to come. There is no limit to the number of bricks 
you can purchase. Of the congregants who have already purchased their brick(s), some have 
chosen to print their family name, while others have used them to honor milestones (such as 
the birth of a baby or a college graduation) or the memory of a beloved family member.   
  
To purchase your brick visit www.polarengraving.com/CBJ (with payment mailed to the CBJ 
office) or contact Sharon Mahan with any questions, or for assistance in crafting your engraved 
brick message. 
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Wednesday,	November	23,	
2016	at	7:30	pm	

at	First	Presbyterian	Church	
145	Main	Street,	Phoenixville	

	
The	Rev.	Mark	Young	of		

First	Methodist	Church	
serves	as	the	preacher	for	this	interfaith	service.	

	
Guests	are	invited	to	bring	canned/dry	goods	for	the		
Food	Pantry	at	Phoenixville	Area	Community	Services.			

	
Monetary	offering	will	be	distributed	by	the		

Phoenixville	Area	Clergy	Association	to	neighbors	in	need.	

Parking	available,	handicapped	accessible	

	

	
CBJ Directory 

Being in a community means being in touch with one another! 

We will be electronically distributing a CBJ directory  

(address, phone number, email address) to all members soon.  

 If you do not want your information (or certain pieces of information) included in this directory, 

 please email Jodi at president@congbj.org by November 15th. 

	

Phoenixville	Community	
Thanksgiving	Eve	Worship	
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Donations 
 
 
B’nai Jacob Cemetery 
Connie and Jonathan Cohen in memory of Suzanne Weller 
 
Capital Fund Campaign 
Lori, Levi and Mark Snow in memory of Louis Snow 
Alisha Goodman in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Alon and Nicole Ozer in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Vicki Agron and Joel Friedman in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Simon Kaminetsky in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Edward and Daniela Beiner in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Bill and Malamati Fleisher in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Shelley Rappaport in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Scott Rhoades and Deborah Ciacci Rhoades in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 
Congregation B’nai Jacob 
Harry and Lisa Leff in memory of Leo Pozefsky 
Bobby and Nancy Gilbert in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Jeff and Bonnie Blank in memory of Samuel Blank 
JoAnn Raucci in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Richard Bernstein in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Sarra Geldleyfer in memory of Estelle Solomon 
William Kelley in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Ethan Simon and Sandy Katz in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Sarra Feldleyfer and Felix Salzberg in honor of Claire Meachen bat mitzvah 
Otto Katz in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Joshua and Hallie Donner in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Jeffrey Solomon and Audrey Weiner in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 
High Holiday Prayer Books 
Marvin and Connie Silverman in memory of William Silverman 
 
Macy B. Solomon Religious School 
Shirley Schiffman in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Mark Gurvis in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 
Pinkus Stern Torah Restoration Fund 
Gisela Stern for Get Well to Mark Snow 
Mary Jane and Jerry Weiss for Get Well to Mark Snow 
Mary Jane and Jerry Weiss in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Marilyn Tassencourt in memory of Ruth Mishkin 
Carlyn and Gerald Bell in memory of Samuel Freeman 
Roslyn and Chuck Epstein in memory of Estelle Solomon 
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Donations (con’t) 
 
New Siddurim - Siddur Lev Shalem 
The Lemco family in memory of Leo Pozefsky 
The Lemco family in memory of Leah & Daniel Yellen 
Ruthe Actor and Family in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Leah Margolis in memory of Estelle Solomon 
The Rosenfeld Family in memory of Estelle Solomon 
Ken Kulick in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 
Tanakh  
Estelle Solomon to Jocelyn Copeland in honor of bat mitzvah 
Estelle Solomon to Jordan Copeland in honor of bar mitzvah 
Estelle Solomon to Claire Meachen in honor of bat mitzvah 
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action Fund 
Mamie and Alan Troy in memory of Harriette Schultz 
Mamie and Alan Troy in memory of Ephraim Troy 
The Anton Family in memory of Estelle Solomon 
 

November Celebrations 
 

Birthday Wishes 
 

   2 Karen Motzer 
       3 Sara Londer 
       4 Jeff Blank 
       6 Brenda Honig 
       8 Edwina Valenci 
       9 Hermine Liss 
     14 Kate Katz 
     17  Lorraine Schur 

19  Adam Segal 
23  Rachel Wicks 
24  Michael Rosen 
25  Shirley Schiffman  
28  Nathan Liss 
29  Matthew Mahan 
30  John Shniper 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

  3    Katherine & Jon Ludwig 
  4    Lori & Mark Snow  
  6    Symme & Mike Trachtenberg 
  7    Linda & Seth Loux 
23    Hope & Howard Schwartz
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CBJ Chevra Kadisha Committee - 
Volunteers Needed 
 
In Jewish tradition, the mitzvah of burial is 
considered to be the ultimate kindness, for it 
is one that can never be repaid. The CBJ 
Chevra Kadisha Committee volunteers 
serve the needs of the Jewish deceased, 
with dignity and compassion, and help 
the bereaved families in our community.  
 
The CBJ Chevra Kadisha Committee is 
seeking volunteers who are willing to be 
called on when needed. Immediately after 
a death occurs, the bereaved family 
members and the larger congregation are 
at their most vulnerable, and the 
committee needs to react quickly to 
provide the assistance needed.  
 
Our Tradition 
Our tradition understands a person is 
composed of both, body (guf) and soul 
(neshama). Shmira, meaning "watching" or 
"guarding", refers to the Jewish religious 
ritual of watching over the body of a 
deceased person from the time of death until 
burial. Shomrim (שומרים) are the people 
who perform shmira.  In our community, 
when you volunteer to be a shomer you may 
sit with the deceased during a period of 
time, or travel with the deceased to or from 
the funeral home, or to the service or 
cemetery. Shmira generally takes place in a 
room in the funeral home. The main 
requirements are showing proper respect for 
the body of the deceased and being present. 
 
How You Can Help 
When a death occurs, people immediately 
offer these familiar words of condolence, “is 
there anything I can do to help?” Yes, there 
is something you can do. Please volunteer 
to help our community perform this ritual. 
Contact the CBJ Office and have your name 
added to our list of Shomrim, and say “yes” 
when you receive a call.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

It is a sacred Jewish tradition to remember 
the departed. At Congregation B’nai Jacob, 
we have made this tradition a part of our 
continuous worship and observance by 
creating a lasting  
memorial tribute in our sanctuary to our 
loved ones. 
These plaques will be viewed by future 
generations with love and remembrance. 
You can honor your loved ones by 
eternalizing their memory with a bronze 
plaque in our sanctuary.  
Every year, in perpetuity, on the anniversary 
of their Yahrtzeit, and at every Yizkor 
service, their memory will be rekindled as 
the plaque is illuminated. 
You may order a plaque by contacting 
Sandy Stone or Valerie in the office.  
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November 
Hebrew 
Month 

Hebrew 
Day Honoree 

1 TISHRI 30 Jean Ethal Perry 
2 HESHVAN 1 Ida Sugarman 
3 HESHVAN 2 David Goldman 
3 HESHVAN 2 Elliott Real 
5 HESHVAN 4 Louis Foreman 
5 HESHVAN 4 Karl Hoenig 
6 HESHVAN 5 Helen Hamman 
6 HESHVAN 5 Norman Trachtenberg 
7 HESHVAN 6 Isidor Mishkin 
7 HESHVAN 6 Paul Actor 
8 HESHVAN 7 Anna Weisberg 
9 HESHVAN 8 Samuel Kornblum 
9 HESHVAN 8 Albert Actor  

10 HESHVAN 9 Esther Sealfon 
11 HESHVAN 10 Gladys Etter 
11 HESHVAN 10 Esther Blank 
12 HESHVAN 11 David Salsburg 
13 HESHVAN 12 Stanton Cooper 
14 HESHVAN 13 Mary Dalton Pochapsky 
14 HESHVAN 13 Anna Weiss 
14 HESHVAN 13 Daniel Salsberg 
15 HESHVAN 14 Louis Bernard Eisenberg 
16 HESHVAN 15 Benjamin Margolis 
16 HESHVAN 15 Suzanne Pauline Weller 
17 HESHVAN 16 Miriam Kornblum 
17 HESHVAN 16 Benjamin Kulick 
19 HESHVAN 18 Rose Wexler 
19 HESHVAN 18 Carl Pauerstein 
19 HESHVAN 18 Lillian Liss 
21 HESHVAN 20 Celia Arker 
21 HESHVAN 20 Dora Kreckovitz 
21 HESHVAN 20 Meyer Shusterman 
21 HESHVAN 20 Albert Arker 
22 HESHVAN 21 Joseph Kohn 
22 HESHVAN 21 Scott Etter 
22 HESHVAN 21 Bernard A. Bernard 
24 HESHVAN 23 Myer Goldberg 
24 HESHVAN 23 Bobbie Dee Goldman 
24 HESHVAN 23 Arthur Drucker 
25 HESHVAN 24 Louis Bernstein 
25 HESHVAN 24 Henry Drucker 
26 HESHVAN 25 Bernard Berkowitz 
26 HESHVAN 25 Diane Arlene Cooper 
28 HESHVAN 27 Joseph Mirsky 
30 HESHVAN      29 SamSamuel Goodman 
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Board of Directors 
 
Officers 
 
President:  Dr. Jodi Rosenfeld 
Vice Presidents: Dr. Carol Actor; Alan Verbit 
Treasurer: Larry Koller 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Secretary: Bill Fleisher 
Recording Secretary: Michele Aguirre-
MacKenzie 
Corresponding Secretary: Brenda Kabler 
Immediate Past President: Mark Snow 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees: Eric J. 
Miller

Committees 
 
Advertising: Open  
Cemetery: Jerry Neumann 
Education: Rachel Copeland and Sharon 
Mahan 
Grounds / House: Seth Loux 
Hakol/Communications: Jeff Anton 
High Holiday: Eric Miller 
High Holiday (appeal): Larry Koller 
Kadima: Jennifer and Michael Rosen 
Kitchen: Sonja Goldman 
Major Gifts: Open 
Membership: Jessica and Adam Marks 
Memorial Plaques: Sandy Stone 
Oneg Shabbat: Michele Aguirre-MacKenzie 
Religious Life: Dr. Alan Troy 
Sisterhood President: Rebecca Boylan 
Scholarship: Dr. Fred Liss 
Scrip: Lisa Anton 
Tikkun Olam/Social Action: Amy Borla 
Tree of Life: Ruthe Actor 
USY: Will Miller and Cheryl Trobman 

Ways and Means: Open 



 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

November5777
2016

tishri
cheshvan

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30

   30 tishri 1 cheshvan 2 cheshvan 3 cheshvan  4 cheshvan 

 5 cheshvan 6 cheshvan 7 cheshvan 8 cheshvan 9 cheshvan 10 cheshvan  11 cheshvan 

 12 cheshvan 13 cheshvan 14 cheshvan 15 cheshvan 16 cheshvan 17 cheshvan  18 cheshvan 

  19 cheshvan 20 cheshvan 21 cheshvan 22 cheshvan 23 cheshvan 24 cheshvan  25 cheshvan 

 26 cheshvan 27 cheshvan 28 cheshvan 29 cheshvan 

NoachROSH CHODESHROSH CHODESH

Lech Lecha

 VETERANS DAY
CANADIAN

 REMEMBRANCE DAY ELECTION DAY

Vayera

Chaye SarahTHANKSGIVING DAY
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